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        The Portland metropolitan area is admired across the nation for our innovative approach to planning. Our region’s enviable quality of life can be attributed in part to a stubborn belief in the importance of thinking ahead.


One example of this foresight is the 2040 Growth Concept, a long-range plan that reflects input given by thousands of Oregonians in the 1990s and adopted by the Metro Council in 1995.


Policies in the 2040 Growth Concept encourage:


	safe and stable neighborhoods for families
	compact development that uses land and money efficiently
	a healthy economy that generates jobs and business opportunities
	protection of farms, forests, rivers, streams and natural areas
	a balanced transportation system to move people and goods
	housing for people of all incomes in every community.



Ten urban design components are identified in the 2040 Growth Concept as the focal points for growth:


The central city, or downtown Portland, serves as the region’s business and cultural hub. Within the region, it has the most intensive development of housing and employment, with high-rise development common in the central business district. Downtown Portland will continue to serve as the region’s center for finance, commerce, government, retail, tourism, arts and entertainment.


Town centers provide services to tens of thousands within a two- to three-mile radius. One- to three-story buildings for employment and housing are characteristic. Town centers have a strong sense of community identity and are well served by transit. They  include:  


	small city centers – Lake Oswego, Tualatin, West Linn, Forest Grove, Milwaukie
	large neighborhood centers – Hillsdale, St. Johns, Cedar Mill, Aloha.



Main streets are similar to town centers:  a traditional commercial identity but on a smaller scale with a strong sense of the immediate neighborhood. They feature good access to transit and include:


	Southeast Hawthorne Blvd. in Portland
	Boones Ferry Rd. in Lake Grove
	Adair and Baseline streets in Cornelius.



Regional centers are hubs of commerce and local government services serving hundreds of thousands of people. They are characterized by two- to four- story, compact employment and housing development served by high-quality transit. In the plan, eight regional centers become the focus of transit and highway improvements:


	Gateway, serving central Multnomah County
	downtown Hillsboro and Tanasbourne/AmberGlen, both serving western Washington County
	downtown Beaverton and Washington Square, both serving eastern Washington County
	downtown Oregon City and Clackamas Town Center, both serving Clackamas County
	downtown Gresham, serving eastern Multnomah County



Station communities are areas of development centered on a light-rail or high-capacity-transit station that features a variety of shops and services. These communities are accessible to bicyclists, pedestrians and transit users as well as cars. They include:


	E 102nd Avenue on the MAX blue line
	Cascade Station on the MAX red line
	Orenco Station on the MAX blue line



Neighborhoods remain largely the same under the 2040 Growth Concept. Some redevelopment can occur to better use vacant land or under-used buildings. New neighborhoods are likely to have smaller single-family lots, mixed uses and a mix of housing types such as row houses and accessory dwelling units. The growth concept distinguishes between slightly more compact inner neighborhoods and the slightly larger lots and fewer street connections of outer neighborhoods.


Corridors are streets that serve as major transportation routes for people and goods. Extensively served by transit, corridors include:


	Tualatin Valley Highway and 185th Avenue in Washington County
	Powell Boulevard in Portland and Gresham
	McLoughlin Boulevard in Portland and Clackamas County.



Industrial areas and freight terminals serve as hubs for regional commerce. They include industrial land and freight facilities for truck, marine, air and rail cargo21sites that enable goods to be generated and moved in and out of the region. Access is centered on rail, the freeway system and roadway connections. Keeping these connections strong is vital to a healthy regional economy.


Parks and natural areas are lands that will remain undeveloped, both inside and outside the urban growth boundary. These include parks, stream and trail corridors, wetlands and floodplains.


Rural reserves are large areas outside the urban growth boundary that will remain undeveloped through 2060. These areas are reserved to provide long-term protection for agriculture, forestry or important natural landscape features that limit urban development or help define appropriate natural boundaries for development, including plant, fish and wildlife habitat, steep slopes and floodplains.


Neighboring cities are communities such as Sandy, Canby, Newberg and North Plains, which have a significant number of residents who work or shop in the metropolitan area. Cooperation between Metro and these communities is critical to address common transportation and land use issues.


Buy a printed copy of the 2040 Growth Concept map
  

  





  
    
        From 1992 to 1994, people throughout the Portland region helped shape, review and contribute to the 2040 decision-making process.


Communications tools included:


	television, radio and print newspaper ads
	a regionwide questionnaire on livability issues sent to more than 500,000 households
	dozens of public open houses, workshops and forums
	a video distributed free at Blockbuster Video to 4,000 customers
	an information and comment phone line
	youth involvement projects
	survey on growth management strategies mailed to 70,000 households and distributed at coffee shops, restaurants, bookstores and public libraries as well as in newspapers and on Metro’s website
	presentations to hundreds of civic and community organizations
	newsletters to a mailing list that grew to 65,000 interested residents.
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                Urban Growth Management Functional Plan

        The Urban Growth Management Functional Plan is Section 3.07 of the Metro Code. The plan provides tools to meet goals of the 2040 Growth Concept, Metro’s long-range growth management plan for the Portland metropolitan area. 
  

Read more
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                Regional Framework Plan

        In 1992, the region's voters adopted the Metro charter. It gave Metro jurisdiction over matters of regional concern and required adoption of a Regional Framework Plan. 
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                State of the Centers report

        The State of the Centers report, first published January 2009 and updated May 2011, describes the region's 38 distinct regional and town centers and highlights community efforts to enhance them.
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                Regional Transportation Functional Plan

        The Regional Transportation Functional Plan connects regional transportation policies to local communities and everyday lives. Cities and counties implement it in local transportation plans and projects, achieving local aspirations while supporting the 2040 Growth Concept.
  

Read more
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                Regional Infrastructure Analysis

        This 2008 report proposed a comprehensive approach to address the challenges the region faces in paying for and providing essential public services.
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                Centers and corridors study

        The 2005 Metro Corridors Project: Summary Report offers findings and conclusions from a review of national and regional land use and transportation issues in corridors.
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                Centers and corridors report

        This 2009 report recommends new tools and approaches for developing centers and corridors to help encourage vibrant communities that produce and support jobs.
  

Read more
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                Ten Principles for Achieving Region 2040 Centers

        Ten Principles for Achieving Region 2040 Centers describes principles that planners and developers should heed to bolster investment and growth in centers. 
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                2040 Growth Concept map

        The Metro 2040 Growth Concept defines the form of regional growth and development for the Portland metropolitan region.
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Take our visitor satisfaction poll.
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Whether your roots in the region run generations deep or you moved to Oregon last week, you have your own reasons for loving this place – and Metro wants to keep it that way. Help shape the future of the greater Portland region and discover tools, services and places that make life better today.
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