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PURPOSE   

Metro Code Chapter 5.11 (Disaster Debris Management Reserve and Grants) establishes a program 
to provide grants to local governments in the region following a disaster, to assist with costs for 
managing the disaster-generated debris. This program is designed to: 
 

 Reserve funds for Metro’s own post-disaster debris management costs 
 Assist with local government’s post-disaster debris management costs  
 Speed recovery after disasters 
 Maintain public confidence in local and regional governance after a disaster 
 Support more equitable disaster debris strategies and services 

 
SOURCE OF FUNDS 

 
Per Metro Code 5.02.060, a reduced regional system fee applies to cleanup material (as defined in 
5.00.010) that is transported to any disposal site authorized by Metro to accept that material. 
Beginning July 1, 2022, the fees collected under this section will be allocated to a Disaster Debris 
Reserve. This Reserve will be the source of funds to be disbursed through the Disaster Debris 
Management Grants Program.  
 
Cleanup material fees will be allocated to the Disaster Debris Management Reserve until a total of 
$5 million is accumulated in the reserve. If disbursements are then made to the reserve bringing it 
below $5 million, cleanup waste fees will again be allocated to the reserve.  
 

FUNDING GUIDELINES  

 
A. Qualifying	disasters include: 
 

1) Any disaster that impacts the region for which the President issues a major disaster 
declaration and thereby authorizes the provision of Individual and/or Public Assistance 
from the federal government. 

2) Any disaster declared eligible by the Metro Chief Operating Officer. This determination will 
be based on: 
 quantity of debris generated 
 impact on the region’s solid waste system 
 impact on marginalized communities  
 other considerations at the time a disaster occurs 

In the event the Chief Operating Officer decides to declare a disaster eligible for grant 
funding, the Chief Operating Officer shall provide the Metro Council with 7 business days 
notice prior to making the declaration, with a description of the criteria used to make the 
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determination. Upon notice the Metro Council may elect to require Council hearing and 
approval prior to the declaration.  

B. Eligible	grant	recipients. Any incorporated city or county government located within or partly 
within the Metro boundary shall be eligible for a disaster debris management grant following a 
qualifying disaster. City or county government must have a signed MOU with Metro identifying 
roles and responsibilities in debris management, and be in compliance with that agreement. If 
the city or county government does not have an MOU in effect an opportunity will be provided 
to negotiate and execute one. 

	
C. Debris	management	work	that	qualifies	for	a	grant. After a qualifying disaster occurs, an 

eligible recipient may submit an application for grant funding to cover expenses incurred by the 
applicant. Debris management work must meet the following criteria to be eligible for grant 
funds: 

 
1) Expenses must be for managing debris generated by the qualifying disaster.  
2) Debris must be of the debris types approved for grant funding for that disaster.  
3) Expenses must be for debris management work conducted within the Metro jurisdictional 

boundary, or within the three county wasteshed outside the Metro boundary if a determination is 
made that the work provides a benefit to residents of the Metro region.  

4) Expenses must be for types of debris management work specified in the grant application process 
for that specific disaster. In all presidentially declared disasters, Metro will reimburse up to the 
full local share of debris management costs.  In all qualifying disasters other types of expenses 
may also be approved, including 
a) Local government costs for clearing debris on public land, or mitigating imminent hazards 

posed by debris on any type of property, that are not reimburseable by FEMA 
b) Operation of debris collection sites for consolidation of debris, or sites open to the public, 

either at no cost or with subsidized fees. 
c) Public voucher distribution to assist with debris management, such as taking debris to a 

facility, debris management tools and supplies, or contractor costs. 
5) Expenses for debris management work must meet the following standards: 

a) For local share of FEMA-reimburseable debris management costs, all debris operations must 
be in compliance with FEMA debris management standards found in the applicable Public 
Assistance Program and Policy Guide (PAPPG), or applicant must make good faith efforts to 
comply with those standards.  

b) All contracted work must be procured in accordance with the jurisdiction’s own procurement 
rules and state procurement law. 

c) Expenses shall not include budgeted staff costs. 
d) Other requirements for grant funding may be established following a qualifying disaster. For 

example, when distribution of vouchers for the public is an allowable expense, restrictions on 
the uses, expiration date, and other details may be required, or when debris collection sites 
are an allowable expense, site operations standards may be required.  

 
USE OF FUNDS FOR METRO’S DEBRIS RELATED EXPENSES 

	
Funds in the disaster debris management reserve will be available for use by Metro for debris 
management costs following a disaster, including the following: 

 Debris clearing at Metro properties 
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 Metro operation of debris collection sites 
 HHW collection related to disaster recovery 
 Administration costs for the debris management grant program 
 Other debris management costs following a disaster incurred by Metro, such as activities 

that provide training opportunities to Metro staff, or that Metro conducts as part of a 
mutual aid agreement 

 
GRANT PROCEDURES 

	
Following a qualifying disaster, the WPES Director will designate staff to develop grant application 
materials, and process and review grant applications. The WPES director will approve details 
specific to the disaster, including: 
 

 Timeline for applications and awards 
 Areas in the region or wasteshed impacted by the disaster and eligible for grants 
 Types of debris management work eligible for grant funds (see C 4 above), and standards 

that must be followed (see C 5 above) 
 Debris types eligible for grant funds 
 Reporting requirements for grant awards 

 
Metro will then communicate with all affected jurisdictions the grant application timeline and 
requirements.  
 
Application process 

 

 An eligible applicant must submit a complete grant application in the form and format 
prescribed by Metro to be considered for funding.  

 
 Each grant application must include: narrative description of debris management work 

either completed or proposed, and detailed cost records or estimates.  
 

 Metro staff will provide assistance to applicants on how to complete an application.  
 

 Applications received by the submittal deadline date will be reviewed by Metro. Designated 
Metro will staff review each complete proposal received by the submittal deadline to 
determine whether the debris management work described in the application meets the 
requirements. 

 
Grant Awards 

 
1. Funds in the disaster debris management reserve at the time the disaster occurs will be 

available for awarding grants, except that $500,000 will be reserved for Metro needs.  
 

2. When available funds in the disaster debris management reserve exceed the total funds 
requested, all qualifying grant applications will be awarded funds for all eligible expenses.  
 

3. When qualifying funds requested through grant applications exceed the available amount in 
the reserve, a prioritization process will be followed to allocate available funds. This could 
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include funding some requests and not others, or awarding partial funding for some or all 
requests.  
 

 

 
4. WPES Director makes the final decision on all grant awards. 
 
5. Metro will enter into an intergovernmental agreement with each successful applicant.  This 

will serve as a contract and will specify the amount granted, and all conditions that the 
applicant must comply with to receive funds.  

 
6. Upon award and after the contract has been signed: 
 

a. For work that has been completed and award conditions met, including reporting 
requirements, Metro will process payment immediately.  

 
b. For work that has not been completed, Metro will immediately distribute 50% of the 

estimated total award.  After the work is complete and award conditions are met, 
including reporting requirements, Metro will distribute the remaining 50%. 

 

REPORTING TO COUNCIL  

Following an eligible disaster after which one or more grants are awarded, Metro staff will produce 
a report documenting the grants awarded and grant outcomes. That report will be presented to the 
Metro Council.  

Prioritization	of	funds	
 
When requests for funding exceed the availability of funds.  
 
1) Funds will first fully cover Metro’s incurred post-disaster debris 

management expenses 
 

2) Following that, local governments’ requests will be scored by a review 
committee on the following scale: 

 
• Meets program goal 2 (pass/fail) 
• Speeds recovery after disasters (5 points) 
• Maintains public confidence in local and regional governance (5 

points) 
• Program is designed to reduce barriers and serve historically 

marginalized communities (5 points) 
• Disaster impact area coincides with equity focus area (5 points) 
• Disaster’s severity on the requesting jurisdiction (5 points) 
• Jurisdiction does not have the financial resources to manage post-

disaster debris (5 points) 
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