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Washington County LIT Meeting 4: Tualatin Valley Highway 
Meeting: Metro Local Investment Team, Washington County 

Date/time: August 19th, 2019. 6:30 pm to 9 pm 

Place: Beaverton City Hall Council Chambers, 12725 SW Millikan Way, Beaverton, OR 

Purpose: Tour Tualatin Valley Highway, review project concepts and gather LIT member feedback. 

Attendance  
LIT Members 
Eman Abbas 
Sarah Beachy 
Tom Hughes 
Nina Kung 
Felicita Monteblanco 
Sushmita Poddar 
Piyawee Ruenjinda 
Jerome Sibayan 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff 
Anthony Buczek, Metro 
Tyler Frisbee, Metro  
Victor Sin, Metro 
Camilla Dartnell, Kittelson & Associates, Inc 
Allison Brown, JLA Public Involvement 
Travis Rumohr, JLA Public Involvement  

General Public 
Marah Danielson, ODOT 
Chris Deffebach, Washington County 
Craig Dirksen, Metro 
Savannah Edson,  
Matt Freitag, Oregon Department of Transportation 
Luis Hernandez, Cornelius 
Inna Levin, Metro/Task Force 
Ahne Oosterhof 
Stephen Robert, Washington County 
Gregory Robertson, Washington County 
Walter Robinson II, Getting There Together 
Charri Schairer, Tualatin Hills Parks and Recreation District  
Dick Schouten, Washington County Board of Commissioners 
Jean Senechal Biggs, City of Beaverton 
Anna Slatinsky, City of Beaverton 
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Jamie Snook, TriMet 
Pete Truax, City of Forest Grove 
Jessica Vega Pederson, Multnomah County/T2020  
Erin Wardell, Washington County 
 

Summary of Discussion 
Members were primarily concerned about safety issues along the corridor and access for those that 
work and live along the corridor. There was also concern that such a long corridor, with so many 
issues, might be too expensive to address in a complete way, and that consideration would have to 
be given to priority projects. Other issues, such as equitable access and problems with projected 
growth were brought up, but the primary focus was on safety issues and transit access. 

Meeting 
The meeting began with a round of introductions, followed by a brief presentation from Camilla 
Dartnell (Kittelson and Associates) on the many proposed projects along the Tualatin Valley 
Highway corridor from Forest Grove through to US-26. The group then went on a tour of the 
corridor led by Tyler Frisbee (Metro) which focused on portions of the corridor.  The LIT members 
returned for a discussion of potential projects and their priorities, facilitated by Allison Brown (JLA 
Public Involvement).   

Presentation 
The following elements were presented regarding the Tualatin Valley Highway corridor:  

• Regionally, TV Highway provides a major connection for communities in Washington County, 
including connecting Forest Grove, Cornelius, Hillsboro, Aloha, Beaverton, and West Slope to 
US-26, Portland, and each other. 

o The corridor serves a broad community, including communities of color, English-
language learners, and lower income communities. 

o Identified as a key corridor to increase transit ridership by TriMet, and already serves 
one of the highest ridership bus lines in Washington County. 

o Provides critical access for freight, with freight trucks comprising up to 9% of the 
vehicle traffic. 

• Locally, TV Highway serves as a Main Street for various communities, provides local access 
and circulation to key services, acts as a rural connector between Hillsboro and Forest Grove, 
and serves land outside the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB).  

• TV Highway is classified as a high-injury corridor. 

o Between 2007 and 2015 there were 27 fatalities including 17 walking and 3 biking; 
and 151 serious injuries including 13 walking and 6 biking. 

o The fatalities and injuries were spread out across the corridor, making the whole 
corridor a multi-modal safety concern. 

• Regional Transportation Plan Projects include: 
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o Retrofit street from Forest Grove to Cornelius to meet a higher urban standard. 

o Enhanced transit and bus stop enhancements in Hillsboro. 

o Enhanced transit, transit priority, multimodal safety projects along TV Highway. 

o Intersection projects at Murray, 198th, and River Road. 

o Multi-use path from Hillsboro to Beaverton Creek Regional Trail. 

o Tualatin Valley Trail. 

• Local Projects 

o Hillsboro-Aloha-Beaverton: Safety improvements and multimodal and transit 
enhancements.  These include options for enhanced crosswalks and sidewalks, new or 
improved bike lanes, increased lighting, possible raised medians, and transit 
improvements. 

o Forest Grove to Portland: Long-term corridor plan Forest Grove to Portland which could 
include enhancements to TriMet Line #57, and potential connection to the planned SW 
Corridor Transitway.   

o Forest Grove-Cornelius “Complete Street”: Bringing streets up to a higher urban 
standard, which could include sidewalks, bike lanes, transit stops, and other safety and 
access measures. 

o Hillsboro Transit Center improvements  

o Downtown Beaverton “Complete Streets: Improving streets along Canyon, Hall, and 
Watson, improving rail-crossing safety, and improved parallel routes on Broadway and 
Millikan.  

o Intersection improvements at TV Highway and 185th and 198th, which could include 
increased auto compacity to address congestion and possible Business Access Transit 
(BAT) lanes for buses.  

o Improvements to the Council Creek Trail (from Hillsboro to Forest Grove) to increase 
access for people walking and cycling 

o Multi-modal improvements to West Slope/Canyon Road, possibly including sidewalks, a 
center medina, a protected bicycle track, pedestrian crossings, and bus pull-outs. 

Tour 
The group attended a 60-minute tour of the corridor. LIT members, as well as elected officials and 
the general public were able to ask questions about the corridor and associated projects planned 
for the area. No notes were taken during this part of the meeting and members were encouraged to 
share their thoughts in a group discussion after the tour. 

Group Discussion 
The group reassembled after the tour to discuss what they had seen, as well as review additional 
information from the technical team. Below is a bulleted summary of comments and questions 
raised by LIT members, followed by responses of the technical team. Responses from Metro or 
Kittelson are shown as a sub-bullet. 
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Common themes of the discussion included the need to address safety issues along the corridor, 
enhancing accessibility for people walking, cycling and taking transit, planning for future growth, 
projected area growth, conscientious use of funds, and leading with equity.  

Safety Issues  
• LIT members discussed the need to address the safety on this corridor. The key points 

were: 

• Safe access to transit is key; people should not be waiting for transit without a defined stop 
or at least a sidewalk to stand on. 

• The congestion and wait times for cars was also noted as a concern for safety, with people 
feeling they need to speed up to catch up. 

• Several members expressed concern about the lack of sidewalks along TV Highway, noting 
that it makes it dangerous for pedestrians and transit users that are trying to reach transit 
stops. Walking along the road or uneven grass area can lead to dangerous situations. 

• Visibility of pedestrians and those using transit was a major concern. 

• Some noted that the stretch from 185th to Creek is particularly dangerous. 

• Many thought the TV HWY corridor was the worst in terms of safety and expressed a desire 
to establish a minimum safety requirement for the road. 

o Investments should go to the points where there is the highest safety need. 

• Some members cited dangerous crossings of roadways and rail tracks as a need for safer 
access points for those living in these areas.  

• Several members cited making transit more competitive as a goal, noting that increasing 
safety amenities, such as lighting, sidewalks, and other measures would make it more 
competitive. 

• The safety issues for people walking and riding transit disproportionately impact 
communities of color in this corridor. Investments in safety will help lead with racial equity.   

Enhanced Accessibility  
• Members discussed how enhancing accessibility along this corridor should be a critical 

component for investment. The key points were: 

• Many members expressed concern that rapid transit is only available in a few spots. 

• Access for pedestrians is an issue of concern, with many members noting the lack of 
crossings and the long wait times accompanying existing crossings. 

• Transit should be accessible to all and competitive with driving options. 

• The removal of previous express buses left some members feeling that their transit access 
was significantly diminished; many wondered if express buses or MAX lines could be 
brought back or installed. 

• Several members noted that investment in key infrastructure for access should be 
prioritized in areas with higher density and more congestion (like Hillsboro).   
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• One member noted that Brookwood Library is a warming and cooling shelter and that on 
the weekend transit access to that location is limited, which presents a public health issue. 

Projected Growth and Funding Sources  
• Consider the anticipated growth of the region and focus investment in areas that need more 

expansion of transportation options (including the Cornelius Pass area).  

• Members noted that as the County continues to develop and grow, north-south outlets and 
avenues to industrial areas will be essential aspects of this corridor and will need 
thoughtful planning to mitigate future congestion.  

o This includes transit as a key tool to mitigate congestion. 

• There was concern over whether funding sources would be sufficient to address the range 
of issues on this corridor. 

• One member noted that unincorporated areas (like Aloha) might not have the same kinds of 
agencies championing their needs (as might be found in Beaverton, Hillsboro, Forest Grove, 
or other cities along the corridor).  Consider how funding might be equitably distributed to 
the range of jurisdictions along this corridor.  

• Many members agreed that funding priority should be given to the areas of the roadway 
with the most need, while establishing minimum acceptable standards along the entirety of 
the corridor. 
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