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Washington County LIT Meeting 2: SW 185th Avenue 

Meeting: Metro Local Investment Team, Washington County  

Date/time: July 15th, 2019, 6:30 pm to 9 pm 

Place: Portland Community College – Rock Creek Campus 

Purpose: Tour corridor, review possible projects, & gather LIT feedback 

Attendance 
LIT Members 
Eman Abbas  

Tosin Abiodun 

Sarah Beachy  

Tom Hughes  

Roy Kim  

Nina Kung  

Sushmita Poddar  

Piyawee Ruenjinda 
 

 

 

 

Staff 
Andy Shaw, Metro  

Victor Sin, Metro 

Brian Ray, Kittelson & Associates, Inc 

Hermanus Steyn, Kittelson & Associates, Inc 

Allison Brown, JLA Public Involvement 

Jenny Clark, JLA Public Involvement  

General Public 
Steve Callaway, City of Hillsboro 

Steve Chang, Unite Oregon 

Chris Deffenbach, Washington County  

John Goodhouse, City of Tigard  

Kathryn Harrington, Washington County Commission Chair  

Christine Lewis, Metro  

Stephen Roberts, Washington County 

Walter Robinson II, Getting There Together Coalition  

Anna Slatinsky, City of Beaverton  

Bob Stacy, Metro 

Alex Vidal, Washington County  

Marla Vik, Washington County 

Pam Treece, Washington County  

Peter Truax, City of Forest Grove  
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Summary of Discussion 
Safety was a recurring theme during the LIT group discussion, as was looking at rider amenities for 

transit and safe pedestrian crossings. LIT members also focused on walkability, accessibility, and 

equity concerns for people who live along the corridor, especially lower-income communities. A 

prominent concept that emerged was the interplay between different modes of transportation and 

providing more choices for people who currently feel like it is a necessity to drive.   

Meeting 
LIT members and the general public participated on the bus tour of SW 185th Avenue, led by Andy 

Shaw (Metro). After the tour, LIT members and meeting attendees returned for a brief presentation 

on the SW 185th Avenue corridor projects, led by Hermanus Steyn and Brian Ray (Kittelson and 

Associates).  LIT members then had a discussion on these projects, facilitated by Allison Brown (JLA 

Public Involvement).  

Presentation 
The following elements were presented regarding SW 185th Avenue:  

• SW 185th Avenue is a major North/South travel corridor that carries up to 65,000 vehicles 

with over 3,900 people on transit a day. 

• Regionally, this corridor connects Aloha Town Center, Tanasbourne Regional Center, North 

Bethany, Amberglen, South Hillsboro, and Cooper Mountain.  

• Locally, it provides access to adjacent neighborhoods that are home to many communities of 

color. This corridor also connects to major educational and health facilities, including two 

Portland Community College campuses, two high schools, and the Providence, Kaiser 

Permanente, and OHSU medical facilities.  

• In terms of safety, there have been 46 serious injuries at intersections (‘serious injuries’ was 

further defined as an incident or crash that greatly impacted a person’s quality of life). 

• Opportunities for projects include: 

o Improving transit travel reliability at critical intersections. 

o Enhanced pedestrian crossings, which may include Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon 
(RRFB), Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB), and mid-block signals. Crossings at SW 

185th Avenue and Pheasant Lane, Sandra Lane, and Cascade Drive are currently 

being considered. 

o Constructing a 3-lane complete street (essentially, adding sidewalks, lighting and 
bike lanes to the SW 185th corridor). 

o Light rail over-crossing at the Willow Creek MAX. 

o Intersection improvements and re-designs, notably at the intersections of 
Alexander, Blanton Street and Tualatin Valley Highway along SW 185th Avenue. 
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These areas are largely residential/commercial, and have a variety of activity from 

schools and construction projects.  

Tour 
The group attended a 60-minute tour of the corridor. LIT members, as well as elected officials and 

the general public were able to ask questions about the corridor and associated projects planned 

for the area. No notes were taken during this part of the meeting and discussion was encouraged for 

the following group discussion.  

Group Discussion 

The group reassembled after the tour to discuss what they had seen, as well as review additional 
information from the technical team. Below is a bulleted summary of comments and questions 
raised by LIT members, followed by responses of the technical team. Responses from Metro or 
Kittelson are shown as a sub-bullet. 

Common themes of the discussion were: safety issues along the corridor, enhancing accessibility for 
pedestrians and cyclists, environmental sustainability and impact, and equity concerns.  

Safety Issues  

LIT members discussed the need for safety considerations for future projects. The key points were: 

• The need for consistent bike lanes and pedestrian crossings along the entire corridor.  

• One member was interested in more separation of bike lanes and sidewalks from cars as a 
means of making roadways safer for pedestrians and cyclists.  

• A few members commented on the need for bus shelters for greater passenger comfort and 
security. 

Enhanced Accessibility  

Members discussed how enhancing accessibility along this corridor should be a critical component 
to future projects. The key points were: 

• There is too much congestion around 185th, but it’s the only good option for travel due to long 

wait times on other roads. 

• There is need for more frequent and better public transit options along the corridor to 

encourage ridership. 

o One member stressed the importance of more frequent public transportation in 

Bethany especially. 

• One member asked about the value in cars moving faster. 

o Efficient travel down the corridor doesn’t necessarily mean cars go faster; it’s about 
reducing commute times and making it easier to get around. Brian Ray (Kittelson) 

• Members expressed interest in creating more options for people to get around so 

communities could shift from centering on single occupancy vehicles (SOVs) to incorporating 

other safe and convenient modes. 
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• More data was requested on the interaction between transportation companies such as Uber 

and Lyft, and ‘last mile data’ that would help increase accessibility for transit users. 

Environmental Sustainability and Impact 

Environmental sustainability and impact considerations of future projects were described as 
significant factors to incorporate. Key points were: 

• Members want to consider environmental impacts of the proposed light rail over-crossing at 
Willow Creek crossing.  

• There would be less exhaust build-up and fewer emissions with greater (i.e. more consistent) 
traffic flow.  

Equity Concerns 

LIT members were especially interested in equity concerns in areas under consideration for 
projects. The key points discussed were: 

• The need to prioritize accessible, low-cost public transit for all communities.  

• One member highlighted the issue of gentrification and FHA’s affordable housing, and the 

need for a strategy to address it. 

o Another member responded that investing in lower-income housing before 

improving transportation would be essential. Existing housing could be replaced 

with newer housing to avoid gentrification. 

o The Task Force is having a discussion this summer for programmatic areas that will 

address displacement along corridors. We’ve gone through the process before of 

finding the right alignment for projects that involves community feedback, and we 

have discovered strategies for how to address small business and community 

displacement in a way that provides stronger community alignment along corridors - 

and helps those communities advocate for themselves as well. We’ve talked about 

doing the same thing with these 13 corridors and posing it to the Task Force as a 

method to address and be cognizant of the potential effects of these development 

projects. Andy (Metro) 

• One member expressed concern about police activity and the role it would play for people of 

color. Public safety was clarified by members as looking at crossings and general livability for 

community members, not necessarily an increase in police presence.  
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Additional LIT Member Feedback 
LIT members were encouraged to submit any additional feedback via email.  The following list is a 

compilation of member feedback received outside of the meeting on July 15th, 2019: 

 Bus stops need to be (glow in the dark) not a blue color since you can't see enough at night 
and sometimes the bus will miss a person if they are waiting. 

 Bus stops need to have shelters. 

 More pedestrian walk signal lights that align with the bus stops so the pedestrians can cross 
from one side to the other side.  

 Some of the crossing lights will be green at the same time when the green light for the traffic 
is on. This will make it difficult for seniors, or those who are disabled to walk fast enough, 

and will cause a traffic jam for those waiting for people to cross. 

 Can TriMet have different lines that skip some stops to get to your destination? So there 
would be two lines at the same time using the same bus stop, but one is expedited and the 

other would be the regular one. Same for the max line.  

 Can we build a pedestrian bridge to overcome high traffic points? 

 I suggest we talk to big companies such as Intel or Nike to sponsor bus shelters, pedestrian 
signals, and we make it tax deductible. Or HOA for the neighbor next to these bus shelters. 

 I think we need to add more walk, bike, and disabled access areas, especially to access 
businesses on other road, PCC, and the bus stops. 

 I think changing the time when business, schools, and organizations start and end will help 
to reduce traffic. 

 Can the buses have their own lane? Sometimes the traffic jams because buses are trying to 

get the riders and everyone behind is waiting. 

 Can the bus stops have electronic interactive screens that can be used to know when the bus 

is coming and how to get to places (route)? 

 Can the bus stops use solar panels for light and power for fans inside the bus stop shelter? 

 Some corners need to have convex mirrors to make sure the road is safe. 

 Make sure the speed limit signs are visible in all lanes. 

 Have electronic signal boards showing how traffic is on the roads may reduce the speed of 
the cars and lead to less accidents.  

 Increase time for crossing may help seniors and people with disabilities.   


