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Multnomah County LIT Meeting 2: 162nd Avenue  

Meeting: Metro Local Investment Team, Multnomah County 

Date/time: July 18, 2019, 5pm-7:30pm 

Place: 162nd Avenue Corridor 

Purpose: Tour corridor, review possible projects and gather LIT feedback 

Attendance 
LIT Members 
Reza Farhoodi 
Arlene Kimura 
Diane McKeel 
Thomas Ngo 
Ashton Simpson 
Brian Wong 

Staff 
Camilla Dartnell, Kittelson & Associates, Inc 
Brian Ray, Kittelson & Associates, Inc 
Margi Bradway, Metro 
Allison Brown, Jeanne Lawson & Associates 
Jaye Cromwell, Jeanne Lawson & Associates 

General Public 
Shirley Craddick, Metro 
Kate Drennan, Portland Bureau of Transportation 
Karla Kingsley, Portland Bureau of Transportation 
Kem Marks, Rosewood Initiative 
Walter Robinson, Getting There Together Coalition 
Nathan Stokes 
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Summary of Discussion 
The discussion from LIT members was centered the key themes pedestrian and cyclist safety, and 
the need for any improvements to help create a local identity, which includes community 
involvement in building a sense of place in this area of East Portland.  

Meeting 
The meeting began with a brief introduction by Allison Brown (JLA Facilitator) and a bus tour of the 
162nd Ave corridor. LIT members and tour bus participants then returned to Glendoveer Golf & 
Tennis Center for a presentation by Camilla Dartnell and Brian Ray (Kittelson & Associates) on 
proposed projects along 162nd Avenue with focus on the Multnomah County portion.  After the 
presentation, LIT members discussed the potential projects and their priorities.  

Tour 
The group attended a 60-minute tour of the corridor. LIT members, as well as elected officials and 
the general public were able to ask questions about the corridor and associated projects planned 
for the area. No notes were taken during this part of the meeting and discussion was encouraged for 
the following group discussion.  

Presentation 
The following elements were presented regarding 162nd Avenue.  

• This corridor is located in an area with high levels of equity concerns, with a high 
concentration of affordable housing located on this corridor.  

• The corridor provides local access to many schools, jobs and residences. 
• Provides regional access to outer Multnomah and Clackamas counties, including rural areas.   
• There have been several incidents of significant injuries in the vicinity of this corridor, 

including four fatalities since 2007. Serious injuries have increased in this corridor since 
2012.  

• Specifically, the area between Sandy Blvd and the I-84 crossing is currently more rural but 
is an important cross section for bikers and needs bike facilities. 

• Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) projects and local project opportunities include: 
o Light-touch transit enhancements throughout corridor, potential business 

access/transit (BAT) lanes at intersections, safer crossings with lighting, and better 
bus stops 

o Potential to enhance a funded project: road reorganization to three vehicle lanes, 
buffered bikes lanes, and improved pedestrian crossings at Mill, Lincoln/Grant, and 
Tibbetts. Construction is  
scheduled for 2020.  
Additional enhanced pedestrian crossings, bicycle facilities, and transit facilities 
from Powell to Stark 



 
Clackamas County LIT Meeting 2 (162nd Avenue)  

3 

o Complete street north-end (Gresham): convert rural 2-lane street to 3-lanes, add 
bike lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian crossing improvements, lighting, and transit stop 
improvements. 
 5-lane RTP project requires significant right-of-way; 3-lane section mostly 

fits with limited right-of-way needs. 
o Complete street north-end (Portland): complete sidewalks and bike lanes on both 

sides, left turn lanes as warranted 

Group discussion 
To start the discussion, Allison asked the group to think about their priorities on this corridor 
Common themes were pedestrian/cyclist safety, transit amenities, proximity to affordable housing, 
and local identity of neighborhoods. Below is a bulleted summary of comments and questions 
raised by LIT members, followed by responses of the technical team. 
 

Safety 

The LIT members noted that safety for people walking and cycling is very important for this 
corridor.  Many felt that there was a basic understanding of pedestrian safety that all investments 
should strive to achieve. Below is a bulleted summary of comments and questions raised by LIT 
members, followed by responses of the technical team. Responses from staff at Metro, Kittelson or 
local jurisdictions are shown as a sub-bullet. 

• LIT members noted the need for crosswalks, intersections, and better pedestrian access. 
• Sidewalks and additional lighting are also key to increase a sense of safety for people 

walking or taking transit.  
• Developers (especially housing developers) should be held accountable for safety 

improvements.  
• One member asked why PBOT had not installed protected bikeways along this corridor.  

o PBOT responded that this corridor is has too many driveways and the agency was 
afraid it would create low visibility for both bikers and drivers. 

• Several members talked about the importance of pedestrian and cyclist scale lighting, 
especially mid-block lighting, near driveways and adequate lighting for the winter months.  

Increasing transit ridership  

The need for transit infrastructure, such as bus shelters, in addition to added lighting and 
crosswalks, was a common theme. Some of the key points were: 

• Bus shelters are important for those who ride transit, and there has been some distrust in 
the past on shelters being put into some communities.  One LIT member noted a strong 
desire for a commitment from TriMet that shelters could be put in along this corridor.  

• One member commented that they had personal experience with one of the intersections on 
this corridor and thought that the layout and lack of signs was very confusing.  
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Prioritizing investments that support low-income and communities of color 

Another key theme for the LIT members was looking at transportation investments holistically and 
using these investment to increase a sense of place and build spaces where community members 
can feel pride and ownership.  

• East Portland needs to be developed in a way that supports a neighborhood identity (or in 
some cases, helps to create it).  Some LIT members clarified this means creating spaces 
where people want to walk, opportunities for rest and connection, as well as incorporating 
art and greenery.   

• For many LIT members, it was important that investments reflect the community identity of 
East Portland: “We want to bring in community. We don’t want it to be generic Portland, but 
we want to feel like the area is ours.” 

• One LIT member noted that investments like bike lanes are not always universally desired; 
sometimes you will see push back from people who have been in the neighborhood a long 
time and from people who drive a lot.  

• Many LIT members also felt that transit-oriented development initiatives need to focus on 
creating a sense of community, especially when it comes to transit improvements and safety 
improvements.  
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