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$475 million and 6 
programs to improve 
water quality, protect fish 
and wildlife habitat and 
connect people to nature 

Bond criteria 

• Advance 
racial equity

• Prepare for climate 
change

• Conduct meaningful 
engagement

oregonmetro.gov/parksandnaturebond

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/public-projects/parks-and-nature-bond-measure/bond-progress


$40 million for 
Nature in 
Neighborhoods 
capital grants
• Funds projects that increase 

nature at the neighborhood 
scale and partnerships between 
park providers, community 
organizations and others

• Multiple rounds of competitive 
capital grants, including $5 
million for the 2024 cycle

• Community Choice grants up to 
$2 million in bond funds 
awarded February 2024
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2024 Capital Grants

$5 million available

Up to $250,000 for 
small grants

Up to $1,000,000 for 
large grants

Up to five years total

1:1 Match



Projects

Land acquisition
Urban transformations
Restoration
Neighborhood livability
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Capital Assets

All of these projects are capital 
projects. 

Capital Grants can only be used 
to fund capital projects.
• Partnerships between community-based 

organizations and public (non-federal) agencies.

• Final asset must be publically owned.

• Bond proceeds must be spent on capital costs.



Community engagement

 Diverse partnerships

 Multiple benefits

 Innovative

 Frame in larger context

Qualities of successful projects



Purpose
Principles 
Criteria



• Meaningfully engage with communities of color in planning, 
development and selection of projects

• Prioritize projects and needs identified by communities of 
color

• Demonstrate accountability for tracking outcomes and 
reporting impacts

• Improve the accessibility and inclusiveness

• Prevent or mitigate displacement and/or gentrification

• Workforce diversity and use of COBID contractors

Community Engagement and Racial 
Equity Criteria



• Protect, connect and restore habitat to support strong 
populations of native plants, fish and wildlife 

• Protect and restore floodplains, headwaters, streams and 
wetlands

• Increase tree canopy 

• Use low-impact development practices and green 
infrastructure 

• Invest in the regional trail system to expand active 
transportation opportunities

Climate Resilience Criteria
(Choose at least one)



• Improve human mental and physical health

• Build wealth in communities of color 

• People of color design and implement projects

• Nurture a relationship with land, create educational opportunities, 
promote environmental and agricultural careers

• Partner with Indigenous people 

• Create accessibility for people experiencing disabilities

• Access to nature from transit, walking and biking 

• Consider houselessness in a sensitive and humanizing way

PN Bond Program Criteria Capital Grants 
Pilot (Choose at least one)



• Pre-application due 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 27, 2024

• Full applications due Spring 
2024

• Recommendation to Metro 
Council in Summer 2024

• Grant agreements and 
notice to proceed by Fall 
2024 to Fall 2026 

What is the timeline?



Land acquisition
Would privately owned property in 
your community make the next 
great neighborhood natural area?

Urban transformations
Can a redevelopment project in your 
community go the extra step to 
integrate nature and habitat if more 
funding is available?

Restoration
Is there a degraded stream, wetland 
or other habitat that needs to be 
restored in your neighborhood?

Neighborhood livability
Can schools, parks or other public 
land in your neighborhood become 
a place for people to experience and 
enjoy nature?
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Land Acquisition
Nadaka Nature Park



Acquired 2 acre site 
adjacent to the 
existing Nadaka 
Nature Park in 
Gresham to 
enhance access to 
the park from the 
Rockwood 
Neighborhood.

Nadaka Nature Park Expansion



Partners 
 City of Gresham

 Wilkes East Neighborhood

 Rockwood Neighborhood

 Audubon Society

 Trust for Public Lands

East Mult Soil & Water

 Col. Slough Watershed Council

Nadaka Nature Park



Removes a culvert 
and restores 
riparian habitat 
along 350 feet of 
creek, and acquires 
two conservation 
easements.

Restoration
Crystal Springs Restoration



Impact to native fish

Basin wide approach

Leverage other 
funding

Commitment from 
multiple agencies

Crystal Springs Restoration



Crystal Springs Restoration



Neighborhood livability
Cully Park



Cully Park



Cully Park



Urban Transformation
Park Avenue



Applied Integrating 
Habitat design 
principles to treat 
stormwater on an 
area larger than 
the project site and 
enhance water 
quality in Courtney 
Creek.

Park Avenue Transit Station



Strong citizen 
advocacy

 Eco Design Charrette

 Sets precedent for 
future development 
along McLoughlin 
Corridor

 First on-the-ground 
project demonstrating 
Integrating Habitat 
design principles.

Park Avenue Transit Station



Stormwater 

 All site runoff treated

 7 acres off-site runoff treated

Site design

 7 habitat types

 68% of site dedicated to landscape 
and restoration

 Artistic interpretation using removed 
trees

Park Avenue Station





Landing page when you follow the link

Pre-application on Zoomgrants



ZoomGrants summary tab



Add key people to your application



Pre-application on Zoomgrants



7. Project narrative (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Provide a narrative that describes the project. Explain why the program is important for your community and 
organization, such as how it fits your organization’s strategic plan or mission.

8. Goals (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Describe how the project addresses the Nature in Neighborhood Capital Grants purpose, principles and program 
criteria.

9. Meaningful community engagement and racial equity (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Describe how the project address the Parks and Nature Bond criteria. How do communities of color and the 
community served help to identify the need for, design, and deliver this project?

10. Climate resiliency (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Describe how the project address the Parks and Nature Bond criteria and further the region’s climate resilience.

11. Partnerships (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Show how partnerships and collaboration with other individuals, organizations and groups in your community will be 
formed, strengthened and extended through this program.

12. Organizational preparedness (up to one page, 4000 characters)

Explain why your organization and your partners have the experience and capacity to conduct the program, including 
identification of key personnel, their roles in the program and their qualifications.

Application questions on ZoomGrants



Uploads and submitting on Zoomgrants



We are here to 
help!

Discuss your idea 
or draft proposal

Ask questions

Meet with us!

Application assistance



Grants Review 
Committee

Metro is inviting community 
members to apply that:
• reflect the broad diversity of 

experience and background 
in the region

• Love parks and natural areas
• Want to support 

conservation and racial 
equity



How to apply

Email

Resume and/or 
experience summary

Conflict of interest

Join the review committee!
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