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First documented burial at Lone Fir

White settlers stake claim to 640 acres of land in 
East portland, including the site of Lone Fir Cemetery

Multnomah band of Chinookan peoples inhabit the 
area now known as Lone Fir Cemetery

Douglas fir savannah covers the site 
pre-European colonization

The first people of Chinese descent arrive in the 
Pacific Northwest from Guandong Province

Between 1891 and 1928, active burials of over 2,500 
Chinese Americans occurs at Lone Fir along with the 

practice of funerary traditions and periodic disinterrments.

Anti-Chinese and anti-Black prejudices become 
codified in the State of Oregon’s first constitution

Page Act effectively prohibited the entry of Chinese women. The law prohibited the entry of "forced 
laborers", but was heavily enforced against Chinese women seeking entry because of the 

assumption that all Chinese women seeking entry to the United States would engage in sex work. 

Exclusion Era begins with the passage of the Federal Chinese Exclusion Act. This federal law prohibited Chinese immigrants 
from becoming naturalized citizens, and was the only US law to ban immigration of a group of people on the basis of race. 

Chinese Americans make up approximately 10% of the City of Portland

The first Chinese Americans are buried 
at Lone Fir Cemetery

The Chinese Exclusion Act is finally repealed, replaced by the 
Magnuson Act which permits 105 Chinese immigrants annually

Vincent Chin is murdered during a racist attack in Detroit, Michigan, sparking a 
wave of Asian American social justice protests

The President of the United States uses anti-Asian 
speech during the COVID-19 pandemic, reigniting 

anti-Asian sentiments throughout the US

Farm sold and converted to Mt. Crawford Cemetery 

Mt. Crawford Cemetery renamed to Lone Fir after ownership changed

Chinese Americans bring over 20 appeals to the US Supreme Court 
challenging the Exclusion Act between 1880 and 1890

United States v. Wong Kim Ark upholds birthright citizenship for 
Chinese Americans, and anyone else, born in the United States. 

Oregon becomes incorporated into the United States

Metro takes ownership of Block 14 and it is 
reconnected to Lone Fir

Metro funds a new effort to memorialize the 
history of Block 14 through the 2019 Parks 
and Nature Bond

Morrison building demolished, artifacts and remains 
discovered during subsequent archaeological investigation 

Multnomah County considers auctioning Block 14 for development, 
meets opposition from community members and Chinese American 
Community advocates. 

Multnomah County transfers Lone Fir Cemetery to 
Metro but retains Morrison Building and Block 14

Multnomah County builds a maintenance building on the site 
of the Chinese Burial Grounds, design includes a basement.

City of Portland names Lone Fir 
Cemetery a Historic Landmark

Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 overhauls the racist national origins quota system, 
replacing it with a system of preferences favoring family reunification and skilled labor. This 
law leads to a significant influx of immigration from Asia and Latin America. 

Multnomah County 
assumes ownership of 
Lone Fir Cemetery 

First major disinterrment of Chinese 
remains occurs. Remains of 526 people 
are returned to China 

Second major disinterrment of Chinese 
remains occurs at Lone Fir

The term Asian American is coined, building coalition between people of Chinese, 
Japanese, Vietnamese, Filipino and other Asian countries of origin living in the US.

Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition and Oriental 
Fair -- leads to a population boom in Portland which 
displaces many of the city's Chinese residents. 

Chinese Revolution of 1911 ends imperial 
rule with the successful overthrow of the 
Qing Dynasty, establishing in its place, the 
Republic of China. 
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Yellow highlight indicates area previously thought to contain OHI burials
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• Diagnoses included

 
- Epilepsy 

 
- Mania 

• 
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