f Upland conifer/deciduous forest: Enhancement projects implemented in forests outside the floodplain or riparian zone.
c
e
✔ Floodplain forests and wetlands (ponds): Projects addressing any of the full range of wetland habitat types, including floodplain bottom
hardwood forests.

c Other:
e
f
7. Acres
Number of acres the project will restore or protect.
Several small urban sites totaling approximately 2 acres.
8. Location
What is the location of your project? Please list the address or nearest intersection.
Multiple sites in Lents and adjoining neighborhoods, most within the 97266 zipcode.
9. Social media
If applicable, what are your organization's social media addresses (e.g. twitter, instagram, facebook)?
www.facebook.com/LentsYouthInitiative https://www.facebook.com/green.lents @Greenlentsnow
https://www.facebook.com/rosecommunitydevelopment/ Instagram: rosecdcpdx
10. Program narrative (one page, 4000 characters)
Provide a narrative that describes the project. Explain why the project is important for your organization and community, such as how it fits your
organization’s strategic plan or mission.
The Lents Conservation Partnership builds community stewardship & improves pollinator habitat connectivity in southeast Portland using strategies
including restoration & enhancement of sites, documentation of abundance and monitoring methods. This is done by engaging youth interns who work
on monitoring & connectivity at restoration sites managed by partners and increase engagement capacities of partner organizations.
The Lents area is characterized by a variety of habitat types surrounding Johnson Creek and its floodplain including seasonal wetland areas, forested
riparian, mixed upland forest and in-stream habitat. Restoration at Foster Floodplain restored habitat for amph bian species like red-legged frog and
many other wildlife species and salmon are returning to the area. There are several parks and natural areas in the vicinity including Beggars Tick and
the wetlands at Zenger Farm. The need here is for connectivity - both for wildlife and people. To create active stewardship of our natural areas
enhances habitat for the wildlife but also creates long-term community stewards.
Lents is a keystone neighborhood in historically underserved outer southeast Portland, disproportionately affected by adverse impacts of the Foster
Floodplain and I-205 which bisects the area. Communities of color have increased dramatically over the last 15 years while average rents have
climbed sharply putting low-income households at high risk of displacement. The youth constituency is very diverse, yet youth voice and participation,
along with diverse leadership, have been missing or tokenized. These factors make Lents an ideal place to cultivate community stewardship, social
capital, civic engagement, and environmental justice leadership.
The Lents Youth Initiative equips local youth to become conservation leaders using three main goals; offer hands-on leadership, education, and career
development opportunities for underserved youth, increase the capacity of local organizations to complete projects that address issues of ecological
and human health, and increase eco-social capital in the neighborhood through LYI partnerships. A key feature of this project is engaging low-income
and youth of color in environmental justice, sustainability education and service learning, including a training series and paid summer internship
program. This furthers ROSE's mission to Revitalize Outer Southeast Portland by providing leadership, career, and economic development opportunities
to diverse, underserved local youth through environmental projects.
LYI contributes youth interns and resources to support the Green Lents Pollinator Habitat project which has created a model for development of
pollinator habitat in urban green infrastructure, providing diverse forage and bloom times with attention to micro-climates at the site for optimal plant
success. Diverse components enhance habitat structure including bare ground, rocks, logs, litter and dieback of vegetation without maintenance to
maximize use without harm. This is followed-up with monitoring for plant success and pollinator use to optimize effectiveness and adaptive
management on site. Pilot sites have documented a diversity of pollinator use in a small area (less than 2000 sq ft) - both nesting AND foraging honeybees, other native bees such as bumblebees and solitary bees, hummingbirds, and many ground invertebrates like beetles and ants that
contribute to the overall health of the habitat.
LYI’s partnership with the Portland Parks and Recreation (PP&R) Stewardship Program compliments Green Lents work. LYI contributes youth interns
who increase PP&R’s capacity to care for its restoration sites in the Lents area. Interns also serve as volunteer crew leaders, increasing PP&R’s
capacity to engage community and school groups that support restoration efforts.
11. Goals (one page, 4000 characters)
Describe how the program addresses the Nature in Neighborhood restoration grant’s purpose, category and goals, including how the project
supports regional and local initiatives.
The Lents Conservation Partnership addresses needs outlined in several local, regional and national plans.In 2015, the White House released a
"National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators" whose overarching goals include: "Pollinator Habitat Acreage: Restore
or enhance 7 million acres of land for pollinators over the next 5 years through Federal actions and public/private partnerships" (Pollinator Health
Taskforce).The Johnson Creek Watershed Council 2015-2015 Action Plan notes the efforts to connect the creek to its natural floodplain, remove
invasive species and plant native plants in the watershed. Urban environments are characterized by developed land and infrastructure that breaks up
habitat. Restoration and habitat enhancement projects may counteract many impacts of climate change, making our urban natural areas and the wildlife
that depend on them more resilient. Regional Conservation Strategy cites the need for biodiversity corridors, specifically strategic actions for planning
for connectivity, and “raising awareness and building relationships” including stewardship programs, outreach, targeted messaging, signage, and
educational activities. The Oregon Conservation Strategy also highlights the need for connectivity, monitoring for change, integrating natural features
into the urban landscape and involvement of diverse stakeholders in decision-making as important conservation approaches.
All of these actions are integral to the Lents Conservation Partnership which will: enhance habitat connectivity & biodiversity for pollinators, monitor
sites for success, provide multi-tiered education & training to support stewardship among youth & community members, follow a triple-bottom line
approach including social, economic, and environmental benefits of connectivity.
The Partnership addresses Goals 1 & 2 of the METRO NIN application. Project deliverables include:
Monitor, enhance & expand pollinator habitat & connectivity among ROSE & Green Lents sites in the 97266 zipcode
Work with PP&R to maintain existing restoration sites, including monitoring, invasive removal & community service engagement at 2-4 key stewardship
sites
Conduct a neighborhood conservation planning survey using current sites & data, maps and ground-truthing to assess the state of pollinator habitat
availability and potential. This will include recommendations for sites in partnership with PSU
Additionally, 20 LYI participants will engage in service-learning projects with Green Lents, PP&R and Johnson Creek Watershed Council that include

