
	

Date: January 3, 2018 

To: Metro Council 

cc: Metro Policy Advisory Committee 

From: Ted Reid, Principal Regional Planner 

Subject: 2018 urban growth management decision: letters of interest from cities 

	
Background 
The Council intends to take an outcomes-based approach in its decisions. To that end, the 2018 urban 

growth management decision will be structured around the merits of city proposals for urban growth 

boundary (UGB) expansions into concept planned urban reserves. This is intended to help ensure that 

expansions result in desired development. As the Council is aware, an initial step in this new approach 

was to solicit letters of interest from cities that wish to propose expansions. The deadline for those 

letters was December 29, 2017. We received letters (attached) from five cities.  

 

Working with its partners, the Council has adopted policies that establish expectations for the topics 

these five cities should address when they submit a full proposal by the end of May, 2018. The Metro 

Policy Advisory Committee and Metro Council will have the opportunity to hear directly from city 

representatives in June. In the meantime, following is some basic information about the letters of 

interest. All numbers are preliminary and subject to change. 

 

Summary of city proposals 
City-proposed expansions total 2,817 gross acres.1 All five cities have proposed primarily residential uses 

with some incorporating supporting employment uses. Together, the five city expansion proposals could 

produce 13,276 to 14,327 housing units. For context, in past forecasts Metro has expected a long-term 

average of about 10,000 additional households per year in the UGB. Regardless of the Council’s decision 

on these five proposals, most residential growth is expected to continue in existing urban areas with the 

goal of protecting farms and forests and enhancing existing downtowns and main streets. 

 

Proposed expansion Gross acres Housing units 
Beaverton – Cooper Mountain 1,242 3,700

Hillsboro – Witch Hazel Village South 150 850

King City – Urban Reserve 6D 528 3,300

Sherwood – Sherwood West 626 4,268 to 5,155

Wilsonville – Frog Pond East and South 271 1,158 to 1,322

TOTAL 2,817 13,276 to 14,327

                                                 
1 It is important to note that not all of those acres are buildable. Accounting for environmental protections and 
future rights-of-way will result in a lower (sometimes 50 percent lower, depending on circumstances) net buildable 
acreage in the proposed expansion areas. Final concept plans for each area will describe those deductions and 
average densities. 
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