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We've all got places to go. A 
transportation system that is safe for 
everyone is a top priority for communities 
across the greater Portland region. 

Building safe streets 
Safe streets are the foundation of a livable 
region. When people step out their front door, 
they expect and deserve a safe way to get 
where they're going, whether it's walking or 
bicycling in the neighborhood, getting to 
transit or driving down a highway. 

A transportation system that is safe for 
everyone is a top priority for communities 
across the greater Portland region. More and 
more communities across the country are 
adopting Vision Zero or Toward Zero Deaths 
policies and targets, signifying their 
commitment to eliminating fatal and severe 
crashes and achieving a wide variety of 
community goals. 

Metro is helping communities achieve these 
goals by updating the 2012 Regional 
Transportation Safety Plan with a Vision Zero 
framework and target. 

Why now? 
The region last completed a comprehensive 
plan for transportation safety in 2012. The 
Regional Transportation Safety Plan identifies 
and recommends actions government agencies 
can take to achieve better traffic safety 
outcomes. While many recommended actions 
are being implemented, serious and fatal 
crashes are on the rise in the region – 
especially pedestrian deaths, which are the 
most common type of fatal crash. Crash data 
from 2011to 2015 is being analyzed to provide 
a better understanding of where, why and how 
crashes are occurring, and whom they are 
impacting.  

Public health and social equity are also being 
tied more explicitly to transportation safety 
policies because of the direct relationship of 

crashes to health, and the growing recognition 
that some populations, including people of 
color, people with low income and older 
adults, are disproportionately impacted by 
crashes. For example, Native Americans have 
the highest transportation-related fatality rate 
of any racial group in the state. 

The regional transportation safety strategy is 
recommending a strong goal around fatal and 
serious injuries on the road – eliminate 
transportation related fatalities and serious 
injuries for all users of the region’s 
transportation system by 2035, with targeted 
reductions by 2020 and 2025. 

Vision Zero 
The traditional approach to traffic safety is not 
doing enough to save lives. Countries that have 
adopted Vision Zero have much lower rates of 
fatal and serious crashes than the U.S., and 
early reports from cities in the U.S. that have 
adopted Vision Zero are positive.  

An updated regional transportation safety 
strategy, incorporated into the 2018 update of 
the Regional Transportation Plan, will use a 
data-driven approach and Vision Zero 
framework to identify strategies and actions to 
move forward with achieving a system of 
roads, bridges, transit, bikeways and 
walkways that is truly safe for all users. 
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The plan to improve roadway safety 
The regional transportation safety strategy identifies 
action areas based on data to strategically organize 
actions to most effectively reduce fatal and severe 
crashes. 

Reduce speeds and speeding 
Speed is the fundamental factor in crash severity – as 
speed increases so does risk of death in a crash, 
especially for people walking. Nine out of 10 
pedestrians will survive being hit by a vehicle traveling 
20 mph, whereas only one out of 10 pedestrians will 
survive being hit by a vehicle traveling 40 mph. Along 
with alcohol, drugs and aggressive behavior, speed is 
the most common contributing factor in fatal crashes. 
Reducing speeds in the region must be prioritized to 
eliminate fatal crashes.  

Protect vulnerable users 
People walking and biking, people with disabilities and 
older adults are all more vulnerable to fatalities and 
serious traffic injuries. National research shows that 
people living in lower income communities and people 
of color are more vulnerable to fatal and severe crashes, 
but more data analysis is needed at the state and 
regional level.  

Create safe streets 
At least 60 percent of all fatal and severe crashes in the 
region occur on 6 percent of all streets in the region. 
These 6 percent of streets comprise 23 percent of the 
regional transportation network. Focusing investments 
and policies on the regional high injury corridors and 
intersections efficiently and effectively addresses the 
most serious safety issues. 

Address dangerous behaviors 
Dangerous driving behaviors – distracted and 
aggressive driving, speeding and failing to yield the 
right of way – are a major contributing factor to fatal 
and severe crashes. Strategies to reduce the impact of 
dangerous behaviors can address both individual 
behavior change and systems change. Focusing 
enforcement actions on these behaviors as opposed to 
less dangerous behaviors is essential. 

Address impairment 
Crashes involving alcohol and drugs have a much 
higher likelihood of being fatal than other crashes. 
Addressing impairment must be part of the solution to 
meet our goal of bringing traffic fatalities and serious 
injuries down to zero. Together, emerging technologies, 
law enforcement training, and targeted strategies can 

limit the number of people who take to the road under 
the influence of alcohol and drugs. 

Engage and educate 
Vision Zero requires active participation from everyone 
in the region. This emphasis area focuses on shifting 
thinking and actions. Providing clear data is important, 
and keeping decision-makers and the community 
involved will help increase safety for everyone. 

Find out how to be involved – and more – at 
oregonmetro.gov/rtp. 


