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HUB AND SPOKE
C O N C E P T U A L 4 0 - M I L E  LO O P  D E S I G N

“The 40-Mile Loop is a system of parks and 
activity centers connected by open space 
corridors and hiking and bicycle trails.” “The Loop system provides neighborhood 

access to park, institutions, activity centers, 
and other points of interest throughout 
much of the Portland Metropolitan area.”
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The Troutdale 40-Mile Loop Trail Master Plan will identify and document 
a preferred route for a new trail that closes the gap in the regional trail 
network between Depot Park in Troutdale and Mt. Hood Community 
College. A technical team and Stakeholder Advisory Committee have looked 
at several routes and options. The Master Plan and route will need to be 
approved by the City, County, and Metro.

PROJECT HISTORY
W H AT I S  T H E  P U R P O S E ?  W H AT I S  T H E  B A C KG R O U N D ?





TRAIL TYPES
W H AT W I L L  T H E  T R A I L  LO O K  L I K E ?
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Shared Use Path
• Typical standard for regional trails (12’ wide, paved surface)
• Requires property acquisition through purchase or easement
• Opportunities to connect with nature and enhance 

environmental stewardship
• Cyclists, pedestrians, runners, and skaters share the path
• Highest degree of comfort for users of all ages and abilities
• Plantings and other design elements can help brand the path 

as part of the 40-Mile Loop
• Construction can be costly depending on the need for bridges 

and retaining walls

Side Path
• Multi-Use Path adjacent to an existing road
• Uses available road right-of way; does not require additional 

property acquisition
• Barrier separates the path from the adjacent vehicles
• Intersections must be carefully designed to cue motorists that 

they are crossing the path and to alert path users of crossing 
vehicles

• Cyclists, pedestrians, runners, and skaters share the path
• Street trees, plantings, and other design elements can help 

brand the street as part of the 40-Mile Loop
• Construction can be costly depending on adjacent land uses 

and utilities

Neighborhood Greenway
• Prioritizes streets for bicycle and pedestrian traffic
• Uses existing neighborhood streets; does not require any 

additional property acquisition
• Low volume and low speed streets
• Signs and pavement markings help users follow the route
• Street trees, plantings, and other design elements can help 

brand the street as part of the 40-Mile Loop
• Intersection improvements help improve connectivity
• Cost effective
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In 2016, community members were asked to think about route 
locations, let us know about ideas and concerns, and share 
information with their neighbors.
• Stakeholder advisory committee meetings — the committee 

includes agency staff and community members, and has helped 
develop project goals, trail routes, and discussed issues. 

• Summer Community Outreach
 • Open House — June 
 • Troutdale Summerfest — July 
 • Gresham Arts Festival — July 

• Area tours with the committee, neighbors, and Mt Hood 
Community College

• Presentations to City and County organizations, committees,  
and commissions

• Phone calls and email

HEARING FROM THE COMMUNITY
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There are many who would value a trail to get around their 
community, exercise and enjoy nature. The following is a 
sampling of suggestions we’ve heard:

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
MANY SUPPORTIVE

“We request that you consider 
making the trail wide enough 
for both walkers and bikers.”

“Please consider the scenic 
opportunities of the trail and steer 

away from the busy thoroughfares.”

“My preferences are for 
a more natural, green 

corridor type of route.”

“As challenging as a paved 
trail would be, it would allow 

the most equitable access  
for all people.”

“As a 70 year old, my wife and I 
are partial to biking on dedicated 
paths. Sharing the road with latte 
drinking texters is risky business. 

Paved paths are ideal for us. We love 
Springwater trail.”

“If this trail was added, not only would I have 
easier access to bike to work, but my son and 
his friends would have easier access to nature 
and to meet each other by bike. We have so 

little access to parks in our neighborhood and 
our children need something to do besides 

play video games inside!”
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There are many who worry that a trail would impact livability 
in Troutdale. Concerns include illegal camping, crime and 
safety, and impacts to the environment. The following are a 
sampling of concerns we’ve heard:

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING
MANY CONCERNED

“It’s sad that such a great 
idea can’t be for families due 

to the lack of safety!”

“I’m really concerned about riff raff 
traffic being in our neighborhood.  
Yet, I welcome the improvements— 

not sure how to find a balance.”

“Please do not move 
forward until these issues 

are resolved.”

“Beaver Creek Canyon is 
one of the nicest wildlife 

corridors in the area. I am 
concerned that a busy 

trail could diminish the 
wildlife habitat.”

“I would like to see the trail, but not until you 
can ensure the public we will be safe from 

undesirable people doing bad things.”

“Until you find a way to make the Springwater 
Trail safe for everyone, I do not think money 

and effort should go into connecting the trail 
to other locations. This was one of my favorite 

bike routes before the homeless took over. 
We need to find a better solution for the 

homeless.”
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EVALUATION CRITERIA
W H AT WA S  E X A M I N E D ?

• Connections to parks,recreation, 
community centers, and schools

• Directness of travel
• Topography/Steepness
• Property ownership
• Economic impact potential
• Conformation with previously 

adopted plans

• Safety and security
• Cost
• Ease of implementation
• Environmental impact
• User experience
• Traffic volumes
• Crossing conflicts
• Parking impact

NOTE: Some routes were removed during earlier evaluation. Examples: 257th Ave. is currently 
prioritized as a freight route, which is not ideal for walkers and bicyclists. Using the Historic 
Highway to the Stark Street Bridge was also explored, but there was not adequate space for the 
trail next to the road.
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Troutdale City Council, the Mt. Hood Community College Board, 
Multnomah County Commission, and Metro Council will consider advisory 
committee recommendations this spring before voting on the Master Plan. 
The Master Plan will document a recommended Troutdale route, general 
character of the trail segments, and issues or concerns that have been or 
will need to be resolved.

ALIGNMENT ADOPTION
H O W  W I L L  T H E  R O U T E  B E  S E L E C T E D ?





























F E B R U A R Y 2 2 ,  2 0 1 7

T R O U T DA L E  4 0 - M I L E  LO O P

TRAIL MASTER PLAN

Many design details occur later when trail segments are closer to being 
constructed. The trail is likely to be designed and built in phases, as 
funding allows. Dates for final design and construction are not known at 
this time, but could be years, even decades, from now. 

ALIGNMENT ADOPTION
H O W  W I L L  T H E  A L I G N M E N T B E  S E L E C T E D ?
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How can we best maintain a trail for the community?

TRAIL SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE
W H AT A R E  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S ?
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Think into the future, after the trail has been in place for a while:

• What do you like about this trail?
• What benefits has the community seen?
• Where do you still want to connect to?

THINKING AHEAD
W H AT A R E  Y O U R  H O P E S  F O R  T H E  T R A I L ?




