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| Field trip packet 

 

 
Smith and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area 

 
We’re excited that you will be joining us for a field trip to Smith and Bybee Wetlands 
Natural Area! In this packet you will find the following documents: 

• Teacher/group leader checklist 

• Directions to park 

• Notes to parents  

• Wildlife watching handouts 
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| Teacher/group leader checklist 
 

Thank you for making your reservation for a field trip to one of our outstanding 
natural areas. We look forward to a fun and educational experience for you and 
your students/group. The following checklist will help make your field trip a success. 
 

 Confirm the bus schedule with your transportation provider. We have had a number of recent 
incidences where bus drivers have needed to leave the park earlier than the established time. 
For the best field trip possible, please ensure your group will be able to stay for the entire time 
scheduled. 

 Communicate proper field trip attire to ALL participants and send home reminder notes to 
parents. Field trips take place rain or shine and our natural areas can be chilly at any time of 
year. Proper field trip attire includes: 
• a hat and gloves  
• a warm water-resistant coat  
• sturdy walking shoes, no sandals  . . . rubber boots are not needed 
• layers of clothes for added warmth, no shorts 
• clothes and shoes that can get wet and dirty  

 Prior to your arrival, divide field trip participants into two equal groups for Smith and Bybee 
Wetlands. The field trip leader will contact you prior to the field trip to determine the number 
of groups for Oxbow Regional Park. Please ensure students know which group they are in. 

 Make sure each participant wears a nametag on their outer clothing. Please print their first 
name in bold letters (do not use construction paper, as it melts in the rain). 

 Go through the Wildlife Watching handouts with the students. 

 Make sure all chaperones have read the “Dear Chaperone” letter. Assign one chaperone for 
each group of students. Chaperones should not bring younger children with them. 

 Remind participants there is no eating or drinking (except for lunch, if scheduled) during the 
field trip. Daypacks and electronic devices should be left on the bus or in cars and cell phone use 
is strongly discouraged. In addition, all garbage and recycling must be removed at the end of 
the field trip. 

You are now ready for your field trip! When you arrive, wait for the naturalist to board the 
bus to introduce themselves and give directions. 
 
Thanks!  We look forward to a great field experience with you! 
 
Metro Education Staff 
 
                               Restroom access is limited.    
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| Directions to parks 

 
 

 
Oxbow Regional Park 
From I-84 eastbound, take the Troutdale exit 
(17). Go past the truck stop to the 2nd light and 
turn right on 257th Avenue. Go 3 miles to 
Division Street and turn left. Continue east for 5 
miles, following the signs. Turn left on Oxbow 
Parkway and drive 1.6 miles to the park 
entrance. The naturalist will greet you at the 
park office just inside the gate; please wait 
there for him/her to board the bus. 

 
 
 
 
 

Smith and Bybee Wetlands  
Natural Area 
Take I-5 north to exit 307 (Delta Park/Marine 
Drive). Take the left fork of the off ramp, 
following the signs to Marine Drive West (don’t 
go east to the airport!) At the light, turn right 
onto Marine Drive westbound and drive for 2.2 
miles. Slow down as you come down from the 
railroad overpass and turn left at the large 
brown and white park sign. The naturalist will 
greet you; please wait for him/her to board the 
bus. 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parent or Guardian: 

Tomorrow your child will go on an all day outdoor field trip. The weather is often wet and cold and we will 
be outside the entire time. Please dress your child in warm clothing that can get dirty. They will need:   

• a hat and gloves 
• a warm water-resistant coat  
• sturdy walking shoes, rubber boots are not necessary, no sandals; rubber boots are not needed 
• layers of clothes for added warmth, no shorts 
• clothes and shoes that can get wet and dirty (we will be sitting, kneeling and even lying on the ground) 

Thank you.  We look forward to having a fun and educational day! 
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