City of Beaverton hosted a walkability workshop in
I June2010tcexplorehowcontext sansitive:
pr

actices could help enhance the downtown area for a
wide array of transportation modes, Theough a partnership
with Matro, national transpartation experts from AECOM and
the Walkable and Livable Communities Institute visited the

and conducted a multl-day, interactive and community-
driven process,

Walkability workshops can be a powerful toel for people to
discuss

jpoised to help advance and implement with the support of
Metra.

Sustainable transportation systems meet the present
transportation needs of pedestrians, cydlm.lumhuun.
and motorists without compromising the ability of future
glnunﬂuulnmmﬁulrm(dl Thumnlpmﬁkluf

only on the car (speed and accommadation for the matarist)
have proved unsustsinable, consuming excessive energy,
affecting the health of populations and delivering a declining
lavel of service despite massive capital and environmantal
costs. Many of these negative impacts fall disproportionately
on people who are least likely to own and drive cars,

Today, sustainable transportation advocates call for improved
transportation equity, shifting the emphasis in public spending
and actions away from conventional, aute-oriented practices,
‘and to instead address the needs of a broader array of citizens.
andtransportation modes. Building streets that accommodate
podcﬂmnn nfdy and comfortably is especially critical given

of emphasis on designing streets primarily for
molannhldu Bydesigning for padestriansfirst, communities
establish a better balance between different transportation
modes and add value to homes and businesses. Walkable
communities lead to more social interaction, physical fitness,
and diminished crime and other social problems.
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OPPORTUNITIES

 Dasire for urban life style

= Impeove assthetics

* Improved lnndscaping / strestscape
= Incraate downtown character
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* Boaverton contral [district o source] at The
Round [s an h:wll\ﬂ”v: «dowlww tha district

= Proparties ready for redevelopment
» Transit closa o downtown

NTPARKING

LANDOWINTOWIN
Difficulty in providing appropriate parking has long been
a barrier to achioving density in the Beaverton
Regional Canter. The recommendations that come out of
the Beaverton Downtown Parking Solutions Study (April
2007) should be implemented, This study represents an
mpomnmmmd“tuqﬁﬂhmwnmghmm
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umoﬂﬁcvhdhyof‘ dations and changes in palicy/cod idamiﬁedby
Gy Edaiy

vvdm.mdl as limiting parking provisicns, shared p-rlnng strategies, and reducing parking requirements in areas

servicod by transit, would sat a good direction and tha parking strategy.

standard timed parking (2 hr) and/or parmit plrl:hghﬂpawhh the perception of available parking and turnover,
E:pmd wqﬂndlng Ind lcgmgn pa:lwgl to direct visitors 1o off-street parking locations, Continue to work with

p.d:lng tum limits. Also, exploring th feasibility for additional an-
street parking (p-tnsulurmglud] would be with theso efforts. These
naarterm recommandations are all ralatively sasy whmupmdhpnmﬂmgmmphnﬂm
moasuras could ba the first steps the City would rake to attain its vision.
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d that & study or loval of sarvice analysis be done

niﬂﬂn the study area to look more in detail at currant daficiencios and target specific improvement projects.
The overall goal would be to improve the quality of public streets, increase safety, and make downtown
maore pleasurable for walking, The of these studies design and implement an cbservational
survey of factors in the built nn\drmmlnl that may aﬂoﬂ people’s travel behavior (themes usually include
aesthetics, sense of F safety, d lity, etc. A black by block assessment of the
m'- ¥ analyze the Level of Service (PLOS)
are logged to provide an evaluation of conditions and

mok-rommondalnms for d\angnto the built environment to improve walkability.
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Sarpe Graphic Thambnail of Cipen Spaco Plan
Poarly dasigned and unplanned development can permanently destroy the public realm; howevar, if people
decide which areas should be retained a3 open space and which areas should be developed for more
intenshe use, then they can save whet they love best about their ies while still

desirable growth. Communities that plan carefully for thelr future and maximize the value of their open
mmmlﬂvwmmunbwnumudjobuhimmthulocdmunyuldthilm
quality communities. An integrated open space plan for would establish a fr

10 the preservation and enhancement of the public realm. This framework establishes a system of parks and
wmﬂmhﬁmuﬁh\qmindilmwmthdmmmd]mm

u'uupoﬂl!hn strategy, will identify and facus Iuypro]uulhltﬂluhplmlm the continued growth and

mhyuidmnmnmdmdumgnww greatest economic impact and generate mamentum
affarts, Out u‘thhﬂudyﬂprwdcaﬁrwforlwm:wnﬁhu

mmmmw livable, and attractive.
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Drivers tend to Iuvel at speads that ane comlmahle based on the street design, not necessarily at post-
wd speed limits. Thus, the design speed of a street is critically important to its safety for all users, as wall
as the comfort of pedestrians and cyclists.

Through changes to the physical design of the street, traffic calming measures encourage im-
proved driving behavier at desired speeds, which increases safety, reduces the number and
severity of collisions, enhances community character, and increases walkability. On the other
hand, traffic-control devices such as signs, signals, and pavement markings, as well as route-
modification measures such as street closures, partial street closures, and turn prohibitions, do

not necessarily calm the traffic and, in fact, can make traffic worse.

Explans roundabauts along Lombuard and Hal Built roundabout in Honolulu, Hawall

During the last century roads have been widened and straigh dto date more and faster vehicle
traffic. These changes facilitate driving but often degrade conditions for walking, cycling, and for nearby
residants, Conventional practices such as remaving roadside obstacles, providing wider lanes, and managing
access, have consistently reduced accidents and increased capacity, mostly on our freeways. Over time, the
same approach have been applied to arterial and local streets, at times with mixed results. Street capacity
may be increased, but ullanat a loss of access, lmghborhnod Bvability, and pedestrian and bicycle moblity.
In many casos, the af f ¥ design principlos on arterial and local stroats has K\uu”r
increased spesding and accidents. Arterial traffic cnl.mmg efforts aim to minimize the divergence between
ad;u:ent land uses and driving behaviar [speed] Al tos often this relationship is not considered or If so, Is not
City leadars and e should strive to match the role of a corridor to its
context, to determine appropriate oporamg dwgn and po:lod :pwds - Through the Civic Plan efforts, the
City may want to work with ODOT facilities t v context ity t design,
espedially alang the corridors being affected by the baulareﬂm their current design has created. Potential
bvnwfl\smdudu mdwhry
impacts, i hood i and i

pmpnﬁy values.
ROUNDABOUTS

A faw moderm roundabouts are being suggested wi

nudy aren. Madem roundabouts are circular intersections
use “harizontal deflection” on entry and exit to bring

nﬁhc spaads down to a safe 1! mph, Mare o

studies are recommaended to determine the feasibility and

operational details and geometries with respect to the

suggeted roundabouts.

The safety benefits of roundabouts are a result of three
main factors:

1) Lowier vahicle spoeds: At typical signalzed intirsections
motorists may spoed up for groen or yeliow lights. As
matorists approach & roundabout they slow dawn. As &
rosuh, motarists are muth mare accepting and respoctiul af
pedestrians.

2 Fawer points of canflict: At a typicsl two-lane, normal
signalizad intersection. there are 32 vehicla-to-vehicle and
24 vel pedestrian points of confict; at a roundabout,
paints of conflict are reduced o sight for both vehicles and

pedestrians.

3) Simplified aperation: Left-turming mavements are efiminated. Every tum in and out of  roundabout is a right
tam,

Roundabouts are designad 1o accommedate smargency vohicles, school buses, and dalivery vehicks. Th center
island employs & “mountable ring” arcund its circumference that is designed to accept the rear left wheels of large
wihicles in crder to afiminate any damage to the island's landscaping.

Ovorall, roundabouts are quistor, more attractive and have a mare officiont oporatian compared to signalized
intersections. Studies show that roundsbouts provide a 90% reduction in fatal crashes and a 75% reduction in injury
crashes. They also corry 30% mare traffic per Line, creates added land value, and increases sccass

IMEROVEPEDESTRI SROSSINGS WITHIN DOWNTOWIN

Well marked and well maintained crosswalks add emphasis to all Intersections, making it clear te motorists

that they are to look for and yield to pedestrians actively crossing the street, Traffic calming measures to

reduce speeds would also help padestrians. Signals and signal timing, as well as street , should be

dulgmdtolnpunfﬁcwlowmd a Pedestrian Lead Intervals (PLI's) should be added added at high
activity PLis give the a chance to enter the street before right and left

turning traffic. Push buttons should also ba eliminated in the downtawn, giving emphasis to pedestrians.

LONG TERM
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Hall and Wassan ane recommended to shit to a two-
way systerm

One-way streets, if not properly designed,
eliminate some direct routes and force road
users to make oxtra turns and travel groater
distances to reach destinations, In this way, —
one-way orientations may create more traffic -,

and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and can -"\__'________z,,dm,k

1

QOﬂ[US. non-local motorists, When businesses

are valued, the drawbacks of Propased stroet section within existing 407 face-of-curb o face-
pna‘lydwlgnldw—wuynmmmlhudnrlo fcurh i provicl [parking on bath
avariook.

Downtown's existing mmmﬁn@:mﬁwhﬁmwmﬁhwbmm
goals and if it’s i th the City's ds vision; a son back to two-way op could
yield real benefits far mullb{e user groups. Existing traffic volumes (maximum of &mm 000 cars/day
at busiest link) on Watson and Hall might allow for these streets to shift to a 2-way system with very little
wmmm.lnawmmm.wmmmwmmmmm.
3 uomushiaditaas ik i T, i

sp’endl.voi'umwmu“ all of which i awn I ity and safety, T Ip
a downtown a pleasant place to be. Twmmmynmﬂum\umbywtms
it langer during the peak times, but would be more intuitive and offer better business visibility.

One-Way to Two-Way Traffic - As many communities are in the process of revitalizing their downtowns,

a common issue is one-way street networks, The legacy of one-way streets can be traced b,

the streets’ sobe mission was seen as moving traffic into and out of the downtown as quickly as

An emerging role of downtown as a cultural and entertainment center is now challenging the embedded
mindset that the primary purpose of streets is the movement of commuter traffic.  As people return to

downtowns, there has been a plea for a rebalancing of streets to make them safer and friendly again for
all modes of travel. It is in this context that many cities are converting poorly designed one-way streets

back to two-way streets,

One-way street conversions are part of a much larger effort to make downtowns more livable and eco-
nomically successful. Political and business leaders are becoming increasingly concerned with the qual-
ity of the outdoor environment and visitors' experiences. In addition to challenges for pedest

problemns with one-way streets include speeding, added noise and vehicular velumes, and

dancy. Today, many cities are changing their one-way streets back to two-way operatien to maximize ac-
cess, reduce speeds, and increase walkability,

FOCUS EFFORTS DOWNTOWN
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fmmlnm-mlm wa waﬂnn’sml.w ﬂnwwolmwnmﬁdmmbmlwwm
The limited of the City and participation of private stakeholders
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Leverige transit - Make plang for TOD and tie to traciitional downtowr




