


AUGUST 
 
 

Trade secrets of 
distinctive signs 
and lighting 
 
 



GET STREET SMART

High-impact Storefronts - June
Sidewalk Appeal - July
Distinctive Signs + Lighting - August
Improved Sales - September
Window Reflections- October
Customer Promotions - November

By
Brian Emerick, AIA
Emerick Architects P.C.

Distinctive Signs + Lighting



ROLe Of SigNS + LightiNg
• District identity

• Building identity

• Business identity

Part i- introduction



District + Building Identity



Block identity

Market Square, Victoria B.C.



Business identity



Photos by Seanette Corkill

Branding the Building



Clutter



ROLe Of SigNS + LightiNg
• Brand + Logo Review

• Types of Signs

• Lighting of Signs

• Other Considerations

Part II- Signage



Branding the Building
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Case Study: Next Adventure



Case Study: Next Adventure



SigNAge DeSigN PRiNCiPLeS
• Pedestrian Oriented

• Contextually Appropriate

• Unique to the District

• flexibility

• Appropriate Lighting

Signage Design Principles



good + Bad



Bad + Ugly



Contextually Inappropriate

National Register Skidmore Old town historic District



Photos by Seanette Corkill

Business identity



Painted Sign Band



Pin Mounted Classic Bronze



Primary Wall Signage



Primary Wall Signage



Primary Wall Signage



Pinmount Canopy Signage



flush Mount Canopy Signage



back lit lettering pin-mounted lettering

Letter Signs



Corner Marquee Signage



Corner Marquee Signage



Historic Wall Mural 



Wall + Blade Signage

Photo by Seanette Corkill



Blade Signage



Blade Sign



Blade + Window Signage



Blade Signage



Blade Signage



Blade sign with external lighting Blade sign with neon lighting

Blade Marquee Signage



Blade Signage



Marquee Blade Signage



Iconic Signage



Missing Signage

Photo by Seanette Corkill



Yikes! Avoid Clutter

Photo by Seanette Corkill



Signage Case Studies



Case Study: Malka Jewelry



Case Study: Malka Jewelry



Case Study: Malka Jewelry



Case Study: Malka Jewelry
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PDC - MALKA

JOB #:  1205 DATE: 04-11-12NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

REVISION A
SCALE:  1" = 1'-0"1

Case Study: Malka Jewelry






 

 


 
 
 
April 18, 2012 
 
Mr. David Malka 
Malka Jewelry 
529 SW 3rd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97204 
 
RE:  Quotation – New Exterior Projecting Sign -- Malka Jewelry 
 
We are pleased to provide this quotation to provide a new projecting sign at the above address. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK: (Per Drawings #12-JF233r2) 

 
Projecting Sign – East Elevation: Design, engineer, manufacture and install one (1) internally 
illuminated double-faced projecting display 
 

 COST: $17,700.00 (Plus Cost of Permits) 
 
 NOTE: Sign & Electrical Permits – Estimated to be $500.00 (will be invoiced at cost) 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

1. Standard payment terms include 50% down with purchase order. The balance is due upon 
completion of the work. (Credit Cards accepted for 100% deposit). 

2. This proposal assumes column structurally adequate for standard exterior attachment. 
3. This proposal excludes standard signage permits (invoiced at actual cost) 
4. This proposal excludes primary electrical (dedicated 20-amp, 120v circuit required by code). 
5. A sales agreement and approved drawings with layout and colors must be signed.  
6. Landlord/owner approval must be secured by customer, if appropriate. 
7. This proposal is valid for thirty days. 
8. This contract constitutes a security agreement. 
9. Lead-time is 5 - 7 weeks from receipt of deposit and issuance of permits. 

 
We look forward to working with you to complete this project. 
 
Regards, 
 
 


Dennis Brockmann  Acceptance______________________________________________ 
Senior Project Manager                           Name/Title            Date 
    

 Billing Address: ___________________________________________ 
      

 ___________________________________________ Case Study: Malka Jewelry



PDC - Crafty Wonderland
04.10.12

emerick architects p.c. 

208 SW FIRST AVENUE SUITE 320 PORTLAND OREGON 97204

P 503.235.9400 F 503.235.9310 WWW.EMERICK-ARCHITECTS.COM

Option A
 

Brand
 

Existing Photos
 

Option B
 

Examples
 

Externally lit marquee 
sign, gold enameled alu-
minum folded + bowed to 
look like ribbon. Red let-
ters w/ blue + white em-
broidered trim + possible 
cut outs. 

Remove awning + restore 
transoms.

Keep awning + cover with 
various colors of fabric - 
quilted look.

Wood blade sign hung 
from steel frame w/ lights

Wood blade sign hung 
from steel frame w/ lights

Interior window box dis-
plays with track lighting 
above

Option to paint storefront

Option to remove tile base, 
replace with cement plas-
ter. Restore column base.

Ribbon sign mounted to 
trim between storefront 
and transom

Option to paint storefront

Option to remove tile 
base, replace with cement 
plaster. Restore column 
base.

Case Study: Crafty Wonderland



Case Study Coffee
07.18.12

emerick architects p.c. 

208 SW FIRST AVENUE SUITE 320 PORTLAND OREGON 97204

P 503.235.9400 F 503.235.9310 WWW.EMERICK-ARCHITECTS.COM

Corner Perspective - SW Yamhill Street + 10th Avenue
 

Externally lit marquee sign, riveted 
steel lintel. Painted metal letters. 

Remove existing awnings + restore/
replace transom windows through-
out space.

New clear coat vertical grain fir door 
with bronze hardware.

Custom-built corner-mounted clock 
with signage.

Blade sign hung from steel frame 
with lights, style to match marquee 
signage.

Vendor clock + signage proposal

Steam clock in Vancouver, BC

sketch of clock with moving partsExisting transom condition Existing interior

Existing entry

Steam punk science

Sandy space

Option to paint storefront.

Option to remove tile base, replace 
with cement plaster and restore col-
umn bases throughout.

New entry tile mosaic.

Blade signs

30˝

Transom window zone Transom window zone

Case Study: Case Study Coffee



Case Study Coffee
07.18.12

emerick architects p.c. 

208 SW FIRST AVENUE SUITE 320 PORTLAND OREGON 97204

P 503.235.9400 F 503.235.9310 WWW.EMERICK-ARCHITECTS.COM

Corner Perspective - SW Yamhill Street + 10th Avenue
 

Externally lit marquee sign, riveted 
steel lintel. Painted metal letters. 

Remove existing awnings + restore/
replace transom windows through-
out space.

New clear coat vertical grain fir door 
with bronze hardware.

Custom-built corner-mounted clock 
with signage.

Blade sign hung from steel frame 
with lights, style to match marquee 
signage.

Vendor clock + signage proposal

Steam clock in Vancouver, BC

sketch of clock with moving partsExisting transom condition Existing interior

Existing entry

Steam punk science

Sandy space

Option to paint storefront.

Option to remove tile base, replace 
with cement plaster and restore col-
umn bases throughout.

New entry tile mosaic.

Blade signs

30˝

Transom window zone Transom window zone

Case Study: Case Study Coffee



T.O. FIN. FLOOR
ELEV. 0'-0"

T.O. PARAPET
ELEV. (+/-) 17'-5"

T.O. FIN. FLOOR
ELEV. 0'-0"

T.O. PARAPET
ELEV. (+/-) 17'-5"

PROPOSED COLUMNAR
STREET TREES

COOPER LIGHTING,
LUMIERE,
WESTWOOD 904-2,
MR-16 UP/DOWN
LIGHT- BLACK, TYP.

(E) ELECTRICAL STEM TO
REMAIN

REPLACE
(E) HOSE BIB W/
KEYED SPIGOT

HANDRAILS BOTH
SIDES.  REFER TO
1/A3.2.

(E) STEPS TO REMAIN PAINTED T&G
PANELLING MATCHING
ORIGINAL, TYP.

T.O. TRANSOM
ELEV. (+/-) 11'-7"

NORTH
INGERSOLL RAND LCN
11

2"x43
4" JAMB A.D.A.

PUSHPLATE + RADIO
CONTROLLED
TRANSMITTER BOX, OR
APPROVED EQUAL.
CONTRACTOR TO VFY
BOX MAY BE PAINTED

2
A3.1

1 2 3 4

HADRAILS BOTH SIDES.
REFER TO 1/A3.2

'REJUVENATION'
PORCELAIN ADDRESS
NUMBERS

T&G PANELS TO MATCH
(E) EAST BAY.  PRIME +
PAINT.  TYP.

CUSTOM SHAPED WOOD
CORNER POST. TYP.
REFER TO SK1-SK4.

CUSTOM 2x6 WD SILL.
TYP.

FULL-LITE CUSTOM
WOOD DOOR. REFER TO
A5.1 FOR TYP. DOOR
DIMS + HARDWARE.

3
A3.1

(E) CONCRETE
HEADER

MATCH (E)
ELEV.

MATCH (E)

MATCH (E)

ELEV.

ELEV.

2'-6"

3"3" 2'-0"

3'
-4

"

3"
2'

-1
0"

3"

61 2"
3"

1'-6"

6"

6"

.25" DI-BOND ALUM.
SIGN PLATE LET INTO
IRONWOOD ALONG
PERIMETER.

1"X4" IRONWOOD
FRAME. W/ CLEAR
EXTERIOR FINISH.
FASTEN W/ (2) S.S.
ACORN BOLTS @ EA.
CORNER.

C 1"X3"X3/16" TYP. OF
(2)

C 1"X1"X3/16"

STL. MOUNTING PLATE
BOLTED TO EXISTING
CONC. WALL

LOW VOLTAGE
LUMIERE, CAMBRIA
201-CRS LIGHTS
MOUNTED TO 1"
CHANNEL.  REMOTE
TRANSFORMER TO BE
MOUNTED AT
INTERIOR ON TOP OF
RECESSED BAY.
LOCATE OUT OF VIEW
OF INTERIOR VIEWS.
ROUTE LOW VOLTAGE
LINES  THROUGH
WALL AND IN
1"CHANNEL TO
FIXTURES.

ALL STEEL TO BE POWDER COATED, COLOR TO BE
BRONZE. VERIFY SIGNAGE LOGO/ GRAPHICS WITH
TENANT.  ALL STEEL FRAME CONNECTION BOLTS
TO BE PAINTED W/ GLOSS ALKYD ENAMEL
MATCHING COLOR TO STEEL FRAME.

GENERAL NOTE:

SECTION AA

7"

ELEVATION

A

A

C 1" x 1" x 3
16"

(E
) C

O
N

C
R

ET
E 

W
A

LL
NOTE:

SIGNAGE TO BE BY OTHERS UNDER A SEPARATE
PERMIT.

NOTE:  INFORMATION IN THESE
DOCUMENTS IS NOT APPROVED FOR
CONSTRUCTION UNTIL A BUILDING
PERMIT HAS BEEN ISSUED.

NORTH EXTERIOR ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/4"=1'1

TYPICAL
ENLARGED STOREFRONT ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/2"=1'2 BUILDING SIGNAGE

SCALE: 1-1/2"=1'3

1.  PROVIDE FOR (3) COLOR PAINT SCHEME, T.B.S.  ALL EXTERIOR
WOOD TO BE PRIMED ON 6 SIDES.

2.  ALL WINDOW, DOOR AND OTHER PENETRATIONS IN THE EXTERIOR
TO RECEIVE COLD APPLIED PEEL + STICK MEMBRANE FLASHING. ALL
SIDING TRANSITIONS TO BE PROPERLY FLASHED.  COORD. W/ ARCH.

3.  STOREFRONTS TO BE CUSTOM 'VERSATILE SASH' STOPPED-IN
WOOD STOREFRONT MATCHING ORIGINAL EAST BAY DETAILING AS
CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE.  EXTERIOR + INTERIOR TO BE C.V.G. FIR W/
SIKKENS FINISH.

4.  DOORS TO BE CUSTOM 'VERSATILE SASH' DOORS W/ STOPPED-IN
WOOD GLAZING. EXTERIOR + INTERIOR TO BE C.V.G. FIR W/ SIKKENS
FINISH.

5.  ALL NEW DOORS + WINDOW GLAZING TO MEET THE FOLLOWING
STANDARDS:

U-VALUE (MAX.) :   PER 2010 O.E.E.S.C. CHAPTER 13
SHADING COEFFICENT (MAX.) :   PER 2010 O.E.E.S.C. CHAPTER 13
ALL GLAZING WITHIN 1'-6" A.F.F. AND/OR 2'-0" FROM DOORS 
TO BE TEMP.

SHEET NOTES:

Case Study: PDX Internetworks



Case Study: PDX Internetworks



ARChiteCtURAL LightiNg
• What to Highlight

• Lighting types

• Range of Investment

• Business Specific

• temporary + String Lighting

Part iii- Building Lighting



gooseneck - Night + Day



Column Lighting



Column Lighting



Column Sconce Lighting



Retail - Before + After



Retail Display Lighting

Photos by Seanette Corkill



Retail Lighting



Restaurant Lighting



Neon Lighting



Neon Lighting



Neon Lighting



Sculptural Lighting



District String Lighting



Building String Lighting

Photo by Seanette Corkill



Retail String Lighting



 
 

Preview of 
upcoming 
topics > > > >   
 



SEPTEMBER 
 
 

Design your way 
to improved sales 
 
 





OCTOBER 
 
 

Window reflections  
(Is your best side 
showing?) 
 
 





NOVEMBER 
 
 

Can-do customer 
promotions 
 
 




