
 

Summary of June 2015 staff recommendations  
to the SW Corridor Plan Steering Committee 

 

The draft recommendations weigh multiple factors for each potential alignment. Staff did not apply 
a quantitative scoring system but generally found the following factors to be the most compelling in 
their decisions: 

• Modest benefits disproportionate to substantial impacts. Some alignments would result 
in temporary construction and long-term negative impacts to parks and neighborhoods 
disproportionate to gains in system and line ridership. 

• Community support. Some alignments lack noticeable support from local residents and 
businesses. 

• Lost opportunities. Some alignments would not include desired bike and pedestrian 
improvements and placemaking opportunities that would be included in alternative routes. 

• Alternative access options. Effective improvements to transit, bike and pedestrian 
facilities included in alternative alignments and/or Southwest Corridor Shared Investment 
Strategy would allow the project to enhance access to destinations without HCT service. 

 

Should the Marquam Hill-Hillsdale light rail tunnel continue to be part of the project? 
Remove. Staff recommends removing the Marquam Hill-Hillsdale tunnel from further 
consideration and continuing to study alternative means of accessing Marquam Hill from a surface 
HCT alignment, as well as improvements to local transit service. Main reasons: 

• Significantly higher capital cost for relatively small gains in new transit trips and travel time 
improvement 

• Multiple years of highly disruptive construction impacts to Duniway Park, residential areas, 
the OHSU Marquam Hill campus and the Hillsdale town center 

• Would not include walk/bike improvements in South Portland 



 

Should the Hillsdale Loop option with cut-and-cover tunnel continue to be part of the project? 
Remove. Staff recommends removing the Hillsdale cut-and-cover tunnel alignments for light rail 
and bus rapid transit from further consideration and continuing to study other means of improving 
access to the Hillsdale town center. Main reasons: 

• Adds cost while increasing travel time and reducing ridership 
• Multiple years of highly disruptive construction impacts to parks, the Hillsdale town center 

and potentially an elementary school 
• Community input 

 

Should the light rail direct to PCC option with cut-and-cover tunnel continue to be part of the project? 
Reschedule decision. Staff recommends rescheduling the decision regarding the PCC-Sylvania 
light rail cut-and-cover tunnel to October 2015. From July through September, the project team will 
conduct additional analysis and public outreach to better understand trade-offs of direct service 
versus cost and construction impacts, and to learn more about future campus planning efforts. Main 
reasons: 

• Major regional destination 
• Balanced costs and benefits 
• Clear need for improved transit service to the campus 
• Potential for campus redevelopment while limiting local traffic impacts 

 

Should the bus rapid transit direct to PCC via Southwest Capitol Highway option continue to be part of 
the project? 
Continue to study.  Staff recommends continuing for further study the bus rapid transit direct 
connection to the PCC Sylvania campus, via SW Capitol Highway. Main reasons: 

• Gains in ridership with little change in capital cost 
• Improved neighborhood transit access 
• Major regional destination, clear need for improved transit service to the campus and potential 

for campus redevelopment while limiting local traffic impacts 

 

Technical modifications 
Adopt. Staff recommends adoption of its responses to the steering committee as published in the 
“HCT alignment modifications based on technical analysis” document. 

 

Read the full draft recommendations report at www.swcorridorplan.org/. 

http://www.swcorridorplan.org/
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