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OFF-ROAD CYCLING HIKING SCENIC VIEWING CONSERVATION EDUCATION

VOLUNTEER WORK

INVASIVE REMOVAL

CONSERVATION EDUCATION

PICNICKING

GATHERING/OVERLOOK

PLAYING

TOP RANKED ACTIVITIES

At Open House 2 in October 
we asked attendees to express 
their preference for certain 
activities to pursue in Newell 
Creek Canyon.  This is what 
we heard...
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LEAST PREFERRED MOST PREFERRED

LEAST PREFERRED MOST PREFERRED

HYBRID TRAIL NETWORK

TRAIL NETWORKS

DAY-USE AREA

CANYON APPROACH

Hybrid network is most preferred trail network 
option

Why no hiking in the south Canyon Rim?

Provide loop trails

Trails can be shared if properly designed

Allow hiking access to special natural features

One-way biking trails are safest

Do not exclude user groups

Minimize impacts to streams

Public access will discourage illegal camping & dumping in
the canyon

Provide hiking in the south Canyon Rim

Maintain International Mountain Biking Association’s
recommended alignment

Mix cyclists with hikers on one-way, uphill routes
only

Maximize use of existing trails and logging roads

Minimize impacts to streams and sensitive wildlife
habitat areas

“Natural” or “angled” arrangement of day-use
elements is most preferred

Keep open space and play area away from residences
to the south of the site

Minimalism and natural materials are best for the site

Assure adequate on-site parking to reduce impacts to
adjacent neighborhoods

Vehicular ingress/egress should be located at Fox Lane

Provide interpretive signs, picnic tables and a place to
gather

Provide expansion areas for future facilities

Create unprogrammed open space for group activities, 
celebrations and classes

Simplify vehicular circulation

Provide auxiliary parking area

Combine facilities where possible to reduce cost

MULTI-USE TRAIL NETWORK SEPARATED TRAIL NETWORK

CANYON GATEWAY
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CANYON EDGE

FOX LANE

GALES LANE

Power Lines

Power Lines

OTTER LANE

BEAVER LANE

PARKING AREA

BUS PARKING

AUX. PARKING

AUTOMATIC GATE

MANUAL GATE

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF

RESTROOM/KIOSK

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

OPEN SPACE (MEADOW)

PICNIC AREA/TRAILHEAD

KEY

TO CANYON TRAILS

NATURE PLAY
EXPANSION AREA

PICNIC
SHELTER

EXPANSION
AREA

OVERLOOK
SHELTER

EXPANSION
AREA
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OFF ROAD CYCLING/MULTI-USE
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5% AVERAGE TRAIL GRADE
1.1 MILES

MULTI-USE
SEGMENT

MULTI-USE SEGMENT
GRADE RANGE: 2%-8%

MULTI-USE SEGMENT
GRADE RANGE: 2%-8%

OFF-ROAD CYCLING  DOWNHILL
GRADE RANGE: 3%-12%

OFF-ROAD CYCLING DOWNHILL
GRADE RANGE: 3%-20%

LOW POINT - 204’

DAY-USE AREA - EL. 437’DAY-USE AREA - EL. 437’

2X VERTICAL
SCALE

The route depicted is designed to provide an optimized cycling downhill experience while 
simultaneously enabling hiking access to Newell Creek Canyon’s south rim via multi-use trail.  Cyclists 
embark from the Gateway on a one-way descent of nearly 250 vertical feet before reaching the 
multi-use trail segment where they begin a climb to either exit the trail system or continue their ride 
on one of two possible loops.  In addition to providing equitable access to the south rim, this portion 
of the trail system will:

- protect user safety through adequate signage, sight distances and trail widths
- provide a variety of challenge levels for users
- minimize impacts to water quality and sensitive wildlife habitat
- employ sustainable trail design to control erosion

ROUTE PROFILE

ROUTE PERSPECTIVE
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OFF-ROAD CYCLING

Many curves and turns

Varied topography with alternating ascent and decent

Offer a variety of challenge levels

BEGINNER TRAILS:

Width: 18” (one way singletrack) to 4’ 
(add width & super-elevation at curves 
as needed)

Surface: varies, typically mineral soils 
firm and stable

Trail grade: Avg. 5% or less with short 
sections up to 15%
Natural obstacles/Trail features: Limited 
obstacles 2” or less
 
Sight Distance: 10’-100’ depending on 
speed/flow

INTERMEDIATE TRAILS:

Width: 18” (one way singletrack) to 4’ 
(add width & super-elevation at curves 
as needed)

Surface: Mineral soils, mostly stable with 
some variability

Trail grade: Avg. 10% or less with short 
sections up to 15% or greater

Natural obstacles/Trail features: Un-
avoidable obstacles 8” tall or less 

Sight Distance: 10’-100’ depending on 
speed/flow

Design Objective: Optimize off-road cycling experience

BEGINNER TRAILS:

Width: 18” (one way singletrack) to 4’ 
(add width & super-elevation at curves 
as needed)

Surface: varies, typically mineral soils 
firm and stable

Trail grade: Avg. 5% or less with short 
sections up to 15%
Natural obstacles/Trail features: Limited 
sections up to 15%
Natural obstacles/Trail features: Limited 
sections up to 15%

obstacles 2” or less

Sight Distance: 10’-100’ depending on 
speed/flow
Sight Distance:
speed/flow
Sight Distance:

HIKING MULTI-USE

Long sight line ensure both hikers and off-road cyclists are 
aware of eachother

Trail design can slow cyclists down often with choke points, 
obstacles and turns

Wide spots allow passing

Provide resting points and passing opportunities

Indentify opportunities for loop trails or trail segments that 
access a destination, like views 

Locate trails so that the visitors see views, 
vegetation, and wildlife, rather than one another

Design Objective: Maximize hiking experience Design Objective: Minimize conflicts
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next steps
Final Preferred Alternative
We will incorporate comments on tonight’s preferred alternative
into a final access concept for Newell Creek Canyon.

Masterplan
Over the winter, Metro will author a Draft Masterplan for review 
by the Stakeholder Advisory Committee.  After Stakeholder 
review, Metro will incorporate Stakeholder feedback and post a 
Draft Masterplan online for public comment.  

Metro Council Adoption
Following the public review period, comments will be 
incorporated into a Final Masterplan and Metro staff will 

bring the document before Metro Council for adoption.   

Phase I Implementation
Design and Engineering for Newell Creek Canyon’s trail network

and day-use area will begin upon adoption by Metro Council.    
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