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OREGON CONVENTION CENTER HOTEL PROJECT 
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

 

Project background 

The Oregon Convention Center was a significant public investment in the region and state’s economic 
future. Today, we know that OCC has produced billions of dollars in regional economic impact, 
generating millions in state and local tax revenues and creating and supporting thousands of jobs. Yet 
the absence of a privately owned and operated convention center hotel has prevented OCC from 
reaching its full economic potential to attract more, lucrative national conventions to Portland. 

Since OCC opened in 1990 and was expanded in 2003, meeting planners have consistently rated the 
facility as one of the best convention centers in the country. OCC is widely recognized as a national 
leader in sustainable operations and excellent customer service. Combined with the region’s amenities, 
which range from fine dining, ski slopes, ocean beaches and wine vineyards, Portland is considered a top 
destination among our competition for national conventions. 

However, meeting planners also say OCC’s and Portland’s desirability cannot overcome the lack of an 
immediately adjacent block of at least 500 hotel rooms reserved specifically for larger conventions. As a 
result, OCC, the community and the men and women who work in the region’s hospitality industry lose 
lucrative national convention opportunities. In 2011 alone, Portland lost 30 conventions to other 
similarly sized cities and convention centers.1 

National meetings and conventions deliver the greatest return on investment for OCC and the region 
when compared to local trade shows and events. Studies reveal visitors attending national conventions 
spend an average of $330 per day, while individuals attending local events spend $31 per day.2  Large 
conventions attract attendees who help fill up beds in many Portland hotels of all sizes. 

The Portland Development Commission, along with its metropolitan partners, has pursued a 
headquarters hotel near OCC for a number of years. Economic conditions, the local hotel market and 
opposition to public hotel ownership thwarted previous attempts. 

Since 2011, indicators suggest local and national hotel markets have rebounded from the 2008 
economic recession. So have financial markets, even as interest rates remain at historic lows. Slow job 
growth has kept construction costs relatively low. This is an ideal time to take a fresh look at a 
convention center hotel that is privately owned and operated and capable of reserving a room block of 
at least 500 rooms, with associated amenities. 

Because Metro owns and operates OCC and is responsible for achieving the facility’s fullest economic 
potential, and as stewards of the public dollars invested to date, it should act as the lead for this fresh 
look, with support and involvement by the City of Portland, Multnomah County and PDC.  

1 2011 Travel Portland Lost Business Report 
2 2011 Fiscal & Economic Impact Analysis, Crossroads Consulting 
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Project goals and process  

Metro, the City of Portland, PDC and Multnomah County are interested in pursuing private sector 
development of a hotel that will assist in marketing the OCC for national conventions to ensure that the 
facility’s long-term financial success and regional economic impact are achieved. The hotel will be large 
enough to commit at a minimum, a 500 room block and shall also have amenities to support national 
conventions attending OCC (such as meeting rooms, ballrooms, restaurants, etc.).  The hotel will be 
“flagged” with a quality brand with a national reputation familiar to meeting planners.  Metro shall act 
as the lead for this project, with support and involvement by the other jurisdictions.  

Additional goals include:   

1. Revitalization and activation of the area surrounding the OCC.  The hotel will provide active 
ground floor uses, urban design features that create an interesting and people-oriented place, 
entrances that relate to the existing OCC facilities, and other key neighborhood connections 
(such as streetcar stops, light rail stations, etc.);  

2. Commitment to a level of a) Minority/Women/Emerging Small Business (M/W/ESB) goals, b) 
and First Opportunity Target Area (FOTA) employment goals and c) green building standards 
(LEED or Energy Star certification); and  

3. Utilization of union building trades for construction (and potentially represented hotel 
employees).   

The project must be across the street from the OCC and development could occur on any of four 
potential sites that are known to be available for development or similarly situated privately-owned 
parcels (See Exhibit A). 

The process will include issuance of a competitive development procurement managed by Metro, with 
the full participation and support of the jurisdictional partners. The competitive development 
procurement will call for interested development teams to identify their team members and propose a 
hotel development program, conceptual design, and financial structure.   

Metro will accept proposals that meet the project goals with minimal level of required public 
investment. A joint evaluation process will mutually determine which proposal, if any, should be 
selected. The competitive development procurement will clearly define and require proposers to 
commit to a room block agreement and other desirable features, as described below.   

Proposals shall be of sufficient detail to determine that: 

1. The development team is capable of a project of this type and scale—and has had past relevant 
experience with similar projects;  

2. The project is financially feasible, based on the respondent’s estimated project budget, financing 
structure, and operating pro forma ,and includes amount of public support requested; 

3. The proposed hotel is of sufficient size and quality, with an appropriate associated amenity 
package, and commits to a minimum 500 room block agreement; 

4. The proposed location is directly across the street from the OCC; and 
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5. The development team is able to complete the project on a reasonable schedule, with an 
anticipated hotel project opening by summer 2015. 

 

We the undersigned agree to this statement of principles as of April 13, 2012 and pledge our support 
during the next year to proceed with a developer selection process and to determine if a privately-
owned hotel is feasible. 

 

Metro  

 

____________________________________ 
Tom Hughes, Council President 

 

Multnomah County 

 
 
____________________________________ 
Jeff Cogen, County Chair 

 

City of Portland, Oregon 

  

____________________________________ 
Sam Adams, Mayor 

 

Portland Development Commission  

 

____________________________________ 
Patrick Quinton, Executive Director 
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PORTLAND CITY OF
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.313762 Acres

315620 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.128663 Acres

755770 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT

0.109043 Acres
645360 AV

STARTERRA LLC
25754 BLDG SQ FT

0.685094 Acres
4955660 AV

STARTERRA LLC
983 BLDG SQ FT
0.164377 Acres

783220 AV

COOLEY W RICHARD TR ET AL
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.206599 Acres

982210 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC(LEASED
14800 BLDG SQ FT

0.413221 Acres
3745430 AV

OREGON PACIFIC
2700 BLDG SQ FT

0.199717 Acres
1207240 AV

OREGON PACIFIC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.199718 Acres

931850 AV

METRO
356314 BLDG SQ FT

3.17838 Acres
64473390 AV

OREGON STATE OF(DEPT
5417 BLDG SQ FT

0.918268 Acres
2403140 AV

METRO
0 BLDG SQ FT
1.691358 Acres

2540590 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.455445 Acres

1434430 AV

COFFEE LAND LLC
1720 BLDG SQ FT

0.413196 Acres
1957110 AV

PANAGULA INVESTMENT CO
4455 BLDG SQ FT

0.103301 Acres
715000 AV

GENERO LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.229563 Acres

734190 AV

OREGON STATE OF(DEPT
0 BLDG SQ FT
1.062501 Acres

3189250 AV

BYRNE HAROLD J TR-1/2 &
3072 BLDG SQ FT

0.171162 Acres
1337220 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
12330 BLDG SQ FT

0.405395 Acres
3196880 AV

736 MLK LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.1343 Acres

592070 AV

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.84967 Acres

0 AV

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
40140 BLDG SQ FT

1.001451 Acres
6579430 AV

LEGACY HEALTH SYSTEM
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.117387 Acres

201640 AV

HOLLADAY PARK HOSPITAL
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.568415 Acres

1186440 AV

METRO
627500 BLDG SQ FT

18.007323 Acres
222033610 AV

POWELL VINCENT O
4342 BLDG SQ FT

0.454094 Acres
2473020 AV

736 MLK LLC
6925 BLDG SQ FT

0.185945 Acres
907930 AV

RICH'S/ANGEL LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.660829 Acres

581230 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.13675 Acres

281950 AV

CONVENTION CENTER LLC
9000 BLDG SQ FT

0.206602 Acres
1811120 AV
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12000 BLDG SQ FT

0.275473 Acres
1555180 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.083288 Acres

499390 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.103303 Acres

400650 AV
GAHA LLC

84818 BLDG SQ FT
0.870435 Acres

11172480 AV

P & R INVESTMENTS &
3213 BLDG SQ FT

0.436176 Acres
1900520 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.875047 Acres

3047650 AV

HOLLADAY PARK HOSPITAL
0 BLDG SQ FT
2.110733 Acres

3470200 AV

OREGON STATE OF(DEPT
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.254754 Acres

542760 AV RICH'S/ANGEL LLC
2280 BLDG SQ FT

0.143816 Acres
501700 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.085169 Acres

499960 AV

STAR TERRA LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.174469 Acres

1035080 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.183651 Acres

709200 AV

630 MLK LLC
2908 BLDG SQ FT

0.137736 Acres
770980 AV

CONVENTION CENTER LLC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.103303 Acres

362120 AV

CONVENTION CENTER LLC
3730 BLDG SQ FT

0.1033 Acres
830000 AV

PANAGULA INVESTMENT CO
0 BLDG SQ FT

0.103301 Acres
435000 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC(LEASED
49379 BLDG SQ FT

0.413209 Acres
7358550 AV

SERENE COURT LLC
18480 BLDG SQ FT

0.178977 Acres
2594980 AV

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
0 BLDG SQ FT
1.488004 Acres

0 AV

HOLLADAY PARK HOSPITAL
181780 BLDG SQ FT

3.202986 Acres
31913330 AV

PACIFIC CONTINENTAL BANK
4500 BLDG SQ FT

0.464858 Acres
2781230 AV

PORTLAND CITY OF(PDC
0 BLDG SQ FT
0.763883 Acres

2799650 AV

ZIM LAR TREE FARMS LLC
5838 BLDG SQ FT

0.39256 Acres
3851460 AV
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Potential hotel sites

Exhibit A Oregon Convention Center Hotel Potential Publicly Owned Development Sites


